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“Say, unto who belongs what is in the heavens and earth? Say: Unto Allah; 

He has ordained mercy on Himself. He will indeed gather you to the day of 

judgment in which there is no doubt” (Al-An’am, 6:12) 

 

��ِ� َ�� ��� ِ�� ٱ���َ�ـَٰ�ٲتِ وَٱ�َۡ�رضُِۡ�� �ِّ� ��ُ ۖ ٰ��   ۚ آََ!َ  َ�َ
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Dear brothers and sisters, Allah(SWT) tells us in the Holy Quran: 

  

 

"And when My servants ask you of Me, I am indeed close; I answer the prayer of every 

supplicant should he call upon Me; so let them answer My call and believe in Me; that they 

may be guided” (Al-Baqara, 2:186). 

This ayah was revealed in response to a question asked of the Prophet(SAAWS): 

A man once came to the Prophet(SAAWS) and asked him: Is Allah faraway so we should call 

out for Him, or near so we can talk softly and privately to Him? Before the Prophet(SAAWS) 

replied, Allah revealed the ayah. This ayah is in Surat Al-Baqara and is placed among the 

ayahs relating to fasting and Ramadan.  

In the ayah, Allah did not specify who should call out for him. Allah is close to all and will 

answer all, but with one condition; it is for us to call upon Him. Allah did not even specify 

the time or place; just to call upon Him anytime and anywhere. Indeed, the choice is ours. 

The closeness of Allah(SWT) when it comes to calling upon Him is manifest by the answer 

where the ayah does not even say: “Tell them”. The response comes immediately stating: 

Allah is close to every single one of His creation. All that we and everyone else need to do is 

to turn directly towards Allah(SWT) and ask of Him. Allah(SWT) did not state in this ayah 

any other condition for asking of Him. It did not specify a pious, righteous person. It did not 

specify a generous person. It did not specify any characteristic except for the one condition: I 

answer the prayer of every supplicant should he or she call upon Me. 

Brothers and sisters, the khutbah today is about the power of Dua’. In times like these, and 

like many previous occasions, many of our brothers and sisters are facing difficult times. We 

are familiar with the strife of our brothers and sisters in Libya, in Yemen, in Syria and in 

many other countries in the Middle East. Many of us sitting here will have friends and family 

that are close to the devastating events. Many of us feel helpless and wonder what can we do. 

In our helplessness, it seems that we have forgotten the power of our Dua’. 

I know that this is not the case for everyone. As we gather here today, there is a sister’s group 

that has rekindled this form of worship and are supplicating to Allah(SWT) round the clock. 

They have set up a shift system that every single hour of the day on this holy day of Friday, 

one of the sisters is reciting the Dua’ to help their brothers and sisters in Syria who have been 

subjected to some of the worst oppression by their own government. I am sure that we also 

have similar groups of sisters doing Dua’ round the clock for our brothers and sisters in Libya 

and elsewhere. 

Does this Dua’ help? When we live in the era of cruise missiles, nano-technology, the apache 

helicopter, laser guided missiles and so on, does raising our hands to Allah(SWT) on a holy 

day like Jum’a help. 
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Brothers and sisters, the answer lies in the question. If we doubt that it will help, we have 

already lost. One of the pre-requisites of a Dua’ being answered is having an unyielding 

belief in Allah(SWT) that it will be answered: 

 

 

“And your Lord says: "Call upon Me; I will answer your Prayer” (Ghafir, 40:60) 

 

If we do not call unto Allah, who else do we have to call upon? Again Allah(SWT) reminds 

us: 

 

“Who else will answer the one in distressed when he calls on Him, and relieves his 

suffering” (An-Naml, 27:62) 

 

Brothers and sisters, Allah(SWT) wants us to ask of him. Allah(SWT) is the “Generous”, the 

“Giver” and “The owner of ownership itself”. When we ask of anyone except of Allah, are 

we clear on what we are doing. A scholar said, can a drowning person hang onto another 

drowning person to save himself. Would a penniless person knock on the door of another 

penniless person for wealth? Allah(SWT) tells us: 

 

 

“Verily those whom you call upon besides Allah are servants just like you” (Al-A’raaf, 

7:194) 

 

 

 

"And those you call upon besides Him, are unable to help you, and indeed not even able to 

help themselves” (Al-A’Raaf, 7:197) 

 

 

 

 وََ��لَ رQُJEَُ. ٱدُۡ��ِ)ٓ� أ9ََۡ!2ِ ۡ َ�ُ/.ۡۚ
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Brothers and sisters, Allah declares to all mankind in the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“O you people! it is you that have the need of Allah: and Allah is the One Free of all need; 

Worthy of all praise” (Fatir, 35:15) 

 

 

 

 

“Say: O Allah! The owner of Sovereignty! You grant sovereignty unto whom you will, and 

you take away sovereignty from whom you will. You exalt whom You will, and You abase 

whom You will. In Your hand is all goodness. Verily, You have the power over all things” 

(Al-Imran, 3:26) 

 

You see brothers and sisters, when Allah(SWT) reveals such emphatic ayahs to us, we should 

be left in no doubt as to where the power and the sovereignty lies. Everything lies in the 

hands of Allah. 

You and I as subjects are in need of Allah, but so is every living and non-living entity in this 

universe. Does president Obama need Allah any less than you or I? Does any of the 

oppressive leaders in the Middle East need Allah less than you or I. We need to have no 

doubt as to where the true source of power lies?  

 

In a hadeeth Qudssi, Allah(SWT) reminds us: 

O My servants, all of you are lost except those whom I have guided. So seek guidance from 

Me and I will guide you.  

O My servants, all of you are hungry except those whom I have fed. So seek food from Me 

and I will feed you.  



 

O My servants, all of you are naked except those whom I have clothed. So seek cover from 

Me and I will clothe you. 

O My servants, you sin by day and by night, and I forgive all sins. So seek forgiveness from 

Me and I will forgive you.  

In these four statements, Allah(SWT) tells us very clearly: Seek guidance from Me; seek food 

from me; seek your covering from Me; and seek forgiveness from Me. Are we still in any 

doubt as to where we need to go looking for help? If we still have doubts, the hadeeth 

continues: 

O My servants, you will not be able to attain my ability to harm so as to bring any harm to 

Me and you will not be able to attain my ability to benefit so as to bring any benefit to Me. 

 

O My servants, if the first and the last of you and the human and the jinn of you were as 

pious as the most pious heart of anyone among you, it would not add anything to My 

dominion.  

O My servants, if the first and the last of you and the human and the jinn of you were as 

wicked as the most wicked heart of anyone among you it would not decrease anything from 

My dominion.  



>ُ)�ِZَۡٱ� J�0ِ[َۡهَُ� ٱ� �ُ�� َ*ٰٓـَ�*Jہَ� ٱ���0سُ أَ)ُ!ُ. ٱ�ُۡ'َ+َ&آءُ إَِ�� ٱ���ِ�ۖ وَٱ�

O My servants, if the first and the last of you and the human and the jinn of you were to 

gather together in one place and all asked Me and I give everyone of you what he asked 

for, that would not decrease what I have any more than a needle decreases what is in the 

ocean when it is dipped into it.  

O My servants, it is but your deeds that I reckon for you. Then I recompense you for them. 

The one who finds good let him give praises to Allah. The one who finds otherwise should 
not blame anyone but himself.” (Narrated Abu Dharr and is recorded in Muslim) 
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 Khutbah:  

 

 

 

 

“O you people! it is you that have need of Allah: and Allah is the One Free of all need; 

Worthy of all praise” (Fatir, 35:15)  



$ً)َۡ'cَُو �۟�ًJ&OَSَ ۡ./ُ�Eَاْ ر��ٱ�1�َُۡۡ!ِ<*َ� ۚ إِ)�ُ� ٱدُۡ J Zِ*ُ ��َ ۥ  

The prophet(SAAWS) said:  

 

 

Dua’ is the essence of worship. The word Dua’ here is not to be understood only as the Dua’ 

of need, as one is seeking of Allah when desperate, but also the Dua’ on a regular basis 

asking of Allah everything and anything when seemingly not in desperate need. This is 

probably more relevant to those who Allah(SWT) has been generous to and are not in 

financial need. It is to those who have a secure job and income, who enjoy good health and a 

thriving family and who are not facing any difficulty. It is such a person that may fall into a 

false sense of security and would only consider to do Dua’ to Allah when in need. No, this is 

not what Dua’ is about. Dua’ is about understanding who we are. It is about recognising the 

power of Allah. It is about our total submission to Allah. Dua’ is a deeply personal act of 

worship. Dua’ can be given anywhere and anytime. It is indeed a special relationship and a 

powerful relationship when one remembers who we are asking of. 

 

 

“Call unto your Lord with humility and in private: for Allah loves not those who trespass 

beyond bounds” (Al-A’raff, 7:55) 

 

Allah(SWT) tells us that there are those whose Dua’ will ISA be accepted. We know that the 

supplication of a just leader will be answered. We know that the supplication of the one who 

is breaking his fast will be answered. We also know that the Dua’ of the one who is 

oppressed has no barrier between his Dua’ and Allah.  

We should also not forget the Dua’ of the one who is travelling and we should use such an 

opportunity to get closer to Allah. There is hardship in travel, and Allah(SWT) has granted us 

this blessing. Also brothers and sisters, remember the Dua’ of the parent for his children and 

the Dua’ of the son and daughter for their deceased parents. 

The Dua’ against those who are enemies of Islam will ISA accepted. The Dua’ at the point of 

Tawbah is another great blessing from Allah. But there is also a very special Dua’. It is the 

Dua’ of one brother for another in his absence. The Prophet(SAAWS) said: “The Dua’ of a 

Muslim for his brother in his absence is readily accepted. An angel is appointed to his side. 

Whenever he makes a Dua’ for his brother the appointed angel says, ‘Aameen. And may you 

also be blessed with the same.’” [Sahih Muslim] 

Scholars remind us of this special Dua’ that we somehow tended to ignore. An angel is 

appointed when one of us make a sincere Dua’ to a brother or sister in Islam. The angel 

affirms the Dua’ with Ameen and asks the same for the one making the Dua’. One of the 

surest way of getting what we want is to ask the same for our brothers and sisters. Isn’t that 

amazing? If I want wealth, all I have to do is ask for it in sincerity for my brothers and sisters. 

And the same goes for everything. 



��اْ ِ�� gَ(7َ3ـfِٰ َ�� رَز0َۡ�َـُٰ/.ُۡVُ ْءَا�0ُ�َا �َ*Pِٱ�� �DَJ*�َٰٓـ*َ 

Finally brothers and sisters, we come back to the main issue for today: the Dua’ during 

periods of strife and oppression to our brothers and sisters. The Dua’ to Allah(SWT) is our 

most potent weapon in all struggles of life. During the battle of Badr, the Prophet(SAAWS) 

stood up all night in prayer seeking Allah’s help in the battle between unequal armies that 

would follow the next day. In the battle of Al-Khandaq where an army of ten thousand was 

camped ready to annihilate the Muslims and Islam, the companions asked what to say in their 

Dua’, and the Prophet(SAAWS) advised them to supplicate with: 

 

 

 

“Oh Allah, conceal our nakedness and calm our fears.” 

 

Brothers and sisters, to make sure that our Dua’s are accepted, there remains four important 

conditions. Firstly, we must have certainty in our hearts that our Dua’ will be answered. 

Secondly, we must ask of Allah with humility and a humble heart. Thirdly, we must not be in 

a hurry of acceptance to the extent that we give up our hopes early, and last and very 

important, we must ensure that our income is Halal. 

 

 

“O you who believe, eat of the good things that We have provided for you” (Al-Baqara, 

2:172) 

 

The Prophet(SAASW) mentioned a traveller who is dishevelled and dusty, and he stretches 

forth his hands to the sky, saying “Oh my Lord! O my Lord!” – while at the same time his 

food is unlawful, his drink is unlawful, his clothing his unlawful, and he is nourished 

unlawfully; how can his Dua’ be answered?” (Muslim, Ahmad) 

 


