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All Praise be toaj.“ .
We praise him and ask him for help and forgiveness. We ask
him for protection from the evilness within ourselves and from
our own bad deeds. Whom-so-ever God guides to the truth no

one can lead astray, and whom-so-ever He leaves misguided, no
one has the power to guide.

| testify that there is no God but alJl to whom there is no partner

and | testify that Muhammad % is his servant and messenger
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“And guard yourselves from the Day when you shall be brought back to Allah.

Then every soul shall be paid what it has earned, and none shall be dealt with
unjustly” (S2, A281)
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"Qur Lord: Let not our hearts deviate now that you have guided us, and grant us mercy from
you; for you are the grantor of bounties without measure” (Al-Imran, 3:8)
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"QOur Lord: You will gather all people to a day of which there is no doubt: for Allah does not
Jail His promise'' (Al-Imran, 3:9)

Dear brothers and sisters, ASA. The topic for today’s khutbah has been prompted by the
reminder that brother Haitham gave us this weekend. His reminder was about mercy. He asked a
very pertinent question: why is it that the Ummah of Islam, the Ummabh of the religion of mercy,
has very little mercy in the hearts of its poeple? We always remind ourselves of this beautiful
ayah in Surat Al-Anbiya’:
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“And We have sent you not, but as a mercy to all creatures” (Al-Anbiya’, 21:107)

We, the Muslims, make abundant claims about our beautiful religion, about the beautiful names
of Allah, about what Islam has to offer and yet, when we look at ourselves and at Muslims in
general, we do not seem to have a lot of mercy on offer. These comments by brother Haitham
made me ask: why should this be the case and where does the problem lie?

We know that the problem does not lie with Islam. Allah tells us in the Holy Quran that our
religion has been perfected for us:
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“This day I have perfected your religion for you, and completed My favour upon you, and
have chosen for you Islam as your way of life”’ (Al-Ma’ida, 5:3)




If the problem does not lie with the “Deen” then it can only lie with the follower. Knowing what
Islam has to offer, why is it that Muslims in this day and age have very little to offer. A scholar
recently gave the expression that the Muslims are at the tail end of civilization. Muslim nations
are at the begging end of knowledge, science, industry and so on. So why is it that this is the
case, and what does Ramadan has to do with it?

In a famous hadeeth about what will become of the nation of Islam, and how other nations will
come upon us like the predators on their pray, the Prophet(SAAWS) was asked, was it because
our numbers will be small. The Sahabah thought that our predicted predicament must surely be
because will be very small in number. The Prophet(SAAWS) said “no”, indeed we will be
plenty, but we are about to be struck by “Wahn”. The Prophet(SAAWS) was asked: what is
“Wahn”; he replied (and that is where many scholars believe that the real problem lies with
Muslims): “Wahn” is the love of this “Dunia” and the hatred of death. The more one looks at
oneself, at our local community, at the wider Muslim community, we do come to realise that like
most other nations, we are in deep love with this “Dunia”.

Can this be the reason? Can it be that despite our unyielding belief in the Hereafter, we are still
heavily engrossed in the matters of this “Dunia”? We pray, we fast, we visit Makkah and we give
in charity, yet we cannot stop falling in love with this “Dunia” and I am no exception. Has our
Islam become no more than a set of rituals and ceremonies with no tangible end result? It seems
that we know “worship” for “worship sake”. We fast to accomplish the fast and we pray to
accomplish the prayers, but we do not gain beyond that. The love of this “Dunia” is so
overpowering that our acts of worship and our contact with Allah(SWT) are not enough to help
us change. This is where the following two hadeeths have a significant meaning for us all. A
meaning that we need to take on board very seriously if we want to go down the path of change:
The Prophet(SAAWS) said in a familiar hadeeth to us all:
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“For I was sent to complete (within you) the best of morals”. Narrated by Malik

The Prophet(SAAWS) is telling us very clearly that the statement of his mission is to reform
character. The mission of Islam is to reform character. If we are not achieving reform, then we
are not fulfilling the mission of our beloved Prophet(SAAWS).



The next hadeeth is equally familiar to us all. We hear it every Ramadan, but for today, we need
to grasp its meaning very clearly:
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"The one who does not stop lying and giving false witness Allah has no need for him to fast from
food and water" In Saheeh Bukhari.

Many times we have passed by this hadeeth and probably failed to stop to think what the
implications are. The term, 4 d=d< g g | takes into account not just lying and giving
false witness, but anything and everything to do with being dishonest. Lying, cheating, deceiving
and so on. When one looks at this hadeeth closer, the implications are much wider. If you are an
employee and you do not do your work properly in Ramadan, you are in this category. If you
promise your parents to study and you don’t, you are in this category. If you do not respect copy
right laws you are in this category, and the list is endless, but it involves every aspect of our daily
living where there is a possibility of being dishonest. The implications of this hadeeth are huge
especially in Ramadan. If are not prepared to change in Ramadan then when can we change.
Fasting is the main act of worship that develops within us the concept that Allah(SWT) is with us
and watching us. We need to cultivate this concept within us and we need to understand this
hadeeth very well.

Are we getting the picture? The Prophet(SAAWS) tells us: For I was sent to complete (within
you) the best of morals, and also tells us: The one who does not stop lying and giving false
witness Allah has no need for him to fast from food and water. So let us now ask the obvious
question: which is more important in Islam, fasting from food and drink, or fasting from being
dishonest in any shape or form? Can we now see where these hadeeths are taking us? Can we
also see why Ramadan is so important?

Fasting is a special act of worship. Allah tells us that fasting is for Him and the level of reward is
in His hands. Yet this hadeeth states that should one fast but remains dishonest, then he or she
might as well eat and drink. For a Muslim to get a grasp of the ills of his behaviour and to make
a conscious effort to better this behaviour is the ultimate act of worship.



Some scholars have gone as far as stating that Ramadan is the training camp for change and this
is why this hadeeth is so important for us. Ramadan is a training camp for us to change our
character. It is a training camp for us to improve our conduct and behaviour. If we exit Ramadan
just as we have entered it, we have missed yet another golden opportunity. We would have
endured all the thirst, the hunger and the fatigue for little. Brothers and sisters, if we ever want to
be the Ummah of mercy, it will never happen by fasting from food and drink alone. This will not
get us anywhere. We must change our mindset and we must change our behaviour. If we do not
want to change, we really have to ask ourselves: why am I fasting and who am I kidding?
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In many Muslim societies, Ramadan has now become the month of eating and not the month of
fasting. In some Muslim countries, it is estimated that twice as much food is consumed during
Ramadan than in any other month. People sleep the day and eat the night. Work ethics are
diminished. Schools are closed. Towards the end of Ramadan, some people spend their time in
the mosque when they have other daily commitments on the excuse that they are in worship.

The whole concept of worship in Islam has changed. Worship in Islam has been transformed to
mere customs. One of the problems is that Muslims do actually get a great deal of self
satisfaction from their acts of worship without realising that beyond the acts of worship they
have not accomplished anything else. They have fallen into the trap of glorifying for themselves
the fact that they worship even though there is little tangible betterment in their character.
Brothers and sisters, this is not Islam. Islam is not about fasting all day and then having big
Iftaries every night and inviting friends to huge spreads to fill the stomachs and to congratulate
ourselves that we have endured the hunger and thirst.

The message of today’s khutbah brothers and sisters is that Ramadan is not just about fasting but
it is about reforming our character. As we have our children with us here today, this message is
even more relevant. What sort of Islam are we teaching our children? Is it the Islam of don’t eat
or drink. Watch the minutes closely and then have big Iftaries and gatherings. Or is it about
learning the patience and endurance to reform our characters and learning that Allah(SWT) is



ever watching over us. Brothers and sisters, since Ramadan is the month of the family, be fully
aware that what we are doing now is being etched in the character of our children.

To understand the concept of “character reform” in Islam, let us look at one of the important
moments in the Seerah of our beautiful religion. Let us stop at that moment when the uncle of the
Prophet(SAAWS), Ja’far Ibn Abi Taleb (RAA), stood in the court of the Abyssinian king, An-
Najashi. Ja’far Ibn Abi Taleb wanted to define the impact of Islam on the character and the
conduct of the early believers. This is what he said:
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“We were a people of ignorance. We worshiped idols, we ate the meat of a dead animal, we
severed kinship ties, we ill-treated the neighbour and the strong amongst us devoured the weak.”

People in the era of Jahiliya did acts of “worship”, but their worship was not designed to reform
behaviour and character.

“This was our case until a messenger from amongst us was sent to us by Allah(SWT). We knew
his ancestry, his truthfulness, his faithfulness and his chastity.”
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“He invited us to forsake all that we and our fathers have worshiped of stones and idols.”
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He ordered us to tell the truth, pay the trusts back to their owners and to preserve kinship ties.
He prohibited us from transgression and blood honours, from drawing near to obscenities both
open and discrete, from giving false witness, from drawing near the wealth of the orphan and
from slandering the chaste believing women.

And Ja’far Ibn Abi Taleb finished by saying: He ordered us to pray, give in charity and fast. We
believed him and followed him. We applied what we were ordered and we abandoned what we
were prohibited.

Brothers and sisters, it was this change in character that transformed a group of Arabian Idol
worshipers into world leaders in less than one generation. Brothers and sisters, if we ever want
our Ummabh to stop being at the tail end of civilization, we must get the love of this “Dunia” out
of our hearts and we must endure the reform of our character and this starts with Ramadan.
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“O you who believe! Fasting has been prescribed to you as it has been prescribed to those
before you so that you may attain Taqwa’ (Al-Bagara, 2:183)

A scholar was presenting this ayah in his talk and being cheeky he followed by saying that the
Quran did not state: So that you may attain hunger, so that you may attain thirst, so that you may
attain big Iftaries, so that you may attain good rest in the day. Fasting is to attain “Taqwa” and
we will not attain “Taqwa” if we do not change our behaviour.

On a good point, it is always important for us to remember and for us to remind our children that
despite all the negativity regarding Muslims, the Muslim Ummah remains the Ummah of: {3} v} 4_)!
In times where all sorts of Gods are being followed, we remain the Ummah of “Tawheed” and

we remain the Ummah that testifies to Allah’s command:
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“And they have not been commanded except to worship Allah, being sincere in devotion to
Him and True in faith” (Al-Bayyina, 98:5)



Let us also remember that Ramadan is the month of forgiveness and the month of supplication to
Allah(SWT) and getting closer to Him.
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“And when My servants ask you about Me, I am indeed close (to them): I answer the prayer of
the one who calls on Me: So let them answer to My call, and believe in Me: That they may
achieve guidance” (Al-Bagara, S2:186)

Let us ask Allah(SWT) for forgiveness of our sins, for forgiveness of our parents and our closest
kins. Let us ask Allah(SWT) to guide us on the path of reform. Let us ask Allah(SWT) to make
this “Deen” the most beautiful thing to our hearts and help us to abandon all matters of
falsehoods, “Ameen”.



