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All Praise be tmjﬂ .
We praise him and ask him for help and forgiveness. We ask
him for protection from the evilness within ourselves and from
our own bad deeds. Whom-so-ever God guides to the truth no

onhe can lead astray, and whom-so-ever He leaves misguided, no
one has the power to guide.

| testify that there is no God but alJl to whom there is no partner

and | testify that Muhammad ﬁ is his servant and messenger

Brothers and sisters: Eid Mubarak




Dear brothers and sisters, ASA. When we celebrate a day like this, we need to understand
ourselves and to explain to our families the significance of what we are celebrating. People in
every part of this world have celebrations and festive seasons and Islam is no different. The
prophet (SAAWS) confirmed that for the Muslim, there are two days in the year where all the
Muslims across the whole world can celebrate together. The first Eid day is after Ramadan, and
the second is today, Eid-Ul-Adha. If nothing else, it is wonderful to know that Muslims all over
the world are celebrating this day with us here in Altrincham. We are sharing with the visitors
of the house of Allah this wonderful celebration.

Brothers and sisters yesterday was the gth day of Zil-Hijja, the day of Arafat. The prophet
(SAAWS) said that Hajj is Arafat. For us, we shared the day with our brothers and sisters who
were on Arafat by fasting and by remembering Allah (SWT). We ask Allah (SWT) to accept our
fast and to grant us forgiveness for the year that has passed and for the year that is to come.
For those who were blessed with standing on the mount of Arafat, it was indeed the
opportunity for the visitor of the house of Allah (SWT) to raise his or her hands asking Allah for
forgiveness, asking Allah for repentance, asking Allah for a fresh start. For the ones who’s Dua’
was accepted, they will leave Makkah as if they were reborn. All their sins forgiven, the slate is
clean and their relationship with Allah re-confirmed. This would have been a Hajj that has been
accepted by the grace of Allah.

As the visitors of the house of Allah headed towards Arafat yesterday, they were all crying:

“Labaika-Llahuma-Labaik. Labaika-Laa-Sharika-Laka-Labaik. Inna-LIhamda-Wanni’mata-Laka-
Walmulk. Laa-Sharika-Lak”.

“Labaika-Llahuma-Labaik”. Oh Allah, here | am as you have commanded me. In this cry, the
Muslim confirms that it is only for the sake of the call of Allah that he is there. Muslims from all
over the world have converged on Arafat answering the call of Allah. They seek forgiveness of
Allah. They seek the bounties of Allah for this world and for the hereafter.

“Labaika-Laa-Sharika-Laka-Labaik”. As they do so, they testify the universal call of Islam; there is
only One God, The Almighty God, a God without partners or associates. O Allah, we come to

you in the full belief that you have no partners or associates. No one can give us but you. No
one can forgive us but you. No one can help us but you. As the Muslim seeks Allah, he needs to
confirm in his mind and in his heart that there is no one else besides Allah. This is the message
of complete and total submission.

“Inna-LlIhamda-Wanni’mata-Laka-Walmulk. Laa-Sharika-Lak”. All praise, all blessings and all
ownership belong to You; there is no partner with you in any of this. Should the Muslim truly

achieve this belief; All praise, all blessings and all ownership belong to Allah, then and only
then do the peace and tranquility of Islam settles in the heart.



When you achieve the total belief that all praise belong to Allah, you will have accepted all that
Allah has planned for you and you praise Allah for it. When you accept that all blessings can
only come from Allah, you will have achieved a sense of satisfaction that whatever you have is a
blessing from Allah, and whatever anyone else has is also a blessing from Allah. Once we
achieve this level of belief and understanding, how much easier does life become. We praise
Allah for His blessings on us and for His blessings on others. We ask only of Allah for any
blessing because we have the belief that all ownership belongs to Allah. Allah (SWT) tells us
that He owns everything, so how can any give what no one owns.

As the visitors of the house of Allah travel towards Arafat, they do so as they repeat this
declaration. The total submission to the will of Allah is where the strength of belief comes from.
The more we humble ourselves to Allah the stronger we become. The more we slave ourselves
to the will of Allah, the more free we become. The more we confirm our in need of Allah the
more independent of any need we become. It is truly a magnificent concept. If you seek
strength, freedom and wealth, then you need to confirm your total submission to the one Allah.

This is what we celebrate today; we celebrate our total submission to Allah.

“Labaika-Llahuma-Labaik. Labaika-Laa-Sharika-Laka-Labaik. Inna-LIhamda-Wanni’mata-Laka-
Walmulk. Laa-Sharika-Lak”.

What is also amazing about being a Muslim is that as part of our belief, we are not asked to
forfeit this life of Dunia. Yes, we know that the hereafter is what we are striving for, but Islam
has never asked us to put this Dunia aside. The Muslim is asked to achieve a balance of enjoying
this life but not at the expense of the hereafter. The Dua’ of the Muslim should be for goodness
in this life and in the hereafter:
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“And there are those who say: "Our Lord! Grant us what is good in this world and what is
good in the Hereafter, and guard us from the torment of the Fire. Those shall have (their)
share of what they have earned, and Allah is swift in reckoning” (52, A201-2)



On this day, we ask Allah (SWT) to grant us what is good in this world and what is good in the
hereafter and to guard us from the torment of the fire.

Brothers and sisters, we read in surat Al-hajj, surat 22, ayah 11:
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“And among people are those who worship Allah conditionally. If good befalls them they are
satisfied therewith. But if a trial afflicts them, they turn back on their faces (away from Allah).
Thus they lose both, this world and the hereafter. That is indeed the manifest loss” (522, A11)

Brothers and sisters, let us be careful not to fall into this trap. The trap of being close to Allah
when good befalls us and walk away from Allah when a trial afflicts us. Total submission to
Allah means total praise to Allah in times of ease and in times of trial. That is the mark of the
true believer. We ask Allah (SWT) to give us the strength to praise him in times of ease and in
times of adversity. We ask Allah (SWT) to give us the strength to praise him when He gives and
to praise Him when He takes.
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Brothers and sisters, these immediate days after Arafat are called the days of “Tashreek”. Allah
(SWT) says in the Holy Quran:
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“And when you have completed your holy rites, remember Allah as you would remember your
fathers and even with a stronger remembrance” (52, A200)

|, Sih Sl by Sih Sid Sl |

Allah is the greatest. Allah is the greatest. Allah is the greatest. There is no god worthy of
worship except Allah. Allah is the greatest. Allah is the greatest. To Allah belongs all praise.

Brothers and sisters, as we celebrate this day, let us make sure that we do so by remembering
Allah (SWT) and not by disobeying him. Do not let the excitement of the celebration during
these days lead you to forget your remembrance of Allah. Remember to say after each
obligatory prayer:
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Indeed brothers and sisters, Allah is the greatest. A beautiful cry of submission, Allah is the
greatest.

Brothers and sisters, we read in Surat Al-Imran, Surat, ayahs 18 and 19:
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“Allah bears witness that there is no god but He, and (so do) the angels and those who have
knowledge; maintaining His creation justly; there is no god but He, the Mighty, the Wise. The
“Deen” before Allah is Islam” ($3, A18-9)



We praise Allah fro the blessing of Islam. We praise Allah for the blessing of Iman and we praise
Allah for the blessing of the Quran.

Remember brothers and sisters that it was in days like these that this revelation came down:
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"This day, those who disbelieve are in despair of your religion; so do not fear them, but fear
Me! This day I have perfected your religion for you and completed My favour unto you, and
have chosen for you Islam as the religion" (S5, A3)

We praise Allah that he allowed us to be Muslims, and we ask him to grant us the
understanding of this beautiful Deen, and grant us the wisdom of achieving submission.
Brothers and sisters, in previous khutbahs, | tended to remind you of various commitments that
we need to work on, such as conduct, learning, the Hijab and so on. For today, | will keep it
simple. Understand what Islam is and ask Allah (SWT) with great sincerity to grant you total
submission to his will.

1 leave you with this ayah in Surat A-Hajj sums up the message of Islam.
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“And your god is One God, therefore to Him should you submit” (522, A34)

Brothers and sisters: Eid Mubarak



