16™ January 2009

e o Il oo

w&bb Sgu s € ohiinnd 3 wanins § sdios ¢ al) dusedl )

et S AU s oo Wlasl el s bl et

.l.a.;a.U\‘ﬂqJL i.if_,.:.i;, ug;‘mﬁ@.uw;:u
dyua.x._.. T hores "'l.x(....:l; u_};_.\_‘

All Praise be toa.IJ‘ :
We praise him and ask him for help and forgiveness. We ask
him for protection from the evilness within ourselves and from
our owh bad deeds. Whom-so-ever God guides to the truth no

one can lead astray, and whom-so-ever He leaves misguided, no
one has the power to guide.

| testify that there is no God but aJl to whom there is no partner

and | testify that Muhammad ﬁ is his servant and messenger
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"0 mankind. We created you from a male and a female, and made you

into nations and tribes, that you many know each other. Verily the most
Honoured amongst you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous. Allah
has full knowledge and is fully acquainted with all matters' (S 49, A 13)
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“O people fear your Lord! For the convulsion of the Hour will be an incredible event.
On the day you see it, every nursing mother will be shocked away from its baby, every
pregnant woman shall deliver her burden and you shall see people in a state of
drunkenness and yet they are not drunk, but the punishment of Allah will be severe”
(S22, A1-2)

Brothers and sisters, ASA.

Brothers and sisters, yet again, we continue to witness the catastrophic events in Gaza
that are testing our beliefs. The cruel and destructive machinery of the Israeli army is an
example of what is meant by: absolute power corrupts absolutely. Hundreds of children
have been murdered. The infrastructure of Gaza which was already in a devastated state
is now on the brink of collapse, if not already collapsed. Collective punishment in a
manner that is cruel and inhumane and probably not seen since the ethnic cleansing of
Muslims in Bosnia.

Many Muslims around the world will be asking “where is Allah(SWT)?” “Why does
Allah not step in and save our brothers and sisters in Palestine, and to that matter, our
brothers and sisters in all those places where we witness injustice and inhumanity?” “Are
the children, women and old people not innocent victims?”

As you start to expand your thoughts, you may also become aware that these questions
are not limited to us Muslims. The people of Zimbabwe may be asking where is God?
The people of Rwanda may have asked where was God? There are many “Ex-Muslims”
who left Islam because they found no answer when they asked “where is Allah?”” Their
inhumane experience was at the hands of fellow Muslims. When we witness all these
atrocities, irrespective of who is the perpetrator or who is the victim, we hear the same
cries again and again “where is Allah? Or, where is God?”

A senior Rabi was once asked the same question, where was “your God” when the
Holocaust was taking place. If your God was such a loving and compassionate God, why
did He allow this suffering? His answer was very revealing and very poignant and it is
just as relevant now as it was then. He first replied by saying; why do you want to put the
blame on “God” for something that man has purposely done. In doing so, you are in
effect excusing the actions of “man”. You are saying that it is not “man” that has caused
the suffering, but it was “God” that allowed it. Man must be made accountable for what
man does.



The next thing he said was equally poignant. He said; God was indeed there, but man
decided to ignore Him. The teachings of God were there in every soldier. When a soldier
decides to kill an innocent victim, was there no one in the chain of command, including
the soldier, that was not aware that this was a crime against humanity and against God?
In every action against humanity, God is indeed there, because God has made it
abundantly clear that to kill an innocent human being is “un-Godly”. “Thou shall not
kill”. God has taught mankind through messenger after messenger as to what mercy,
compassion and love is, and man has denounced or killed messenger after messenger and
decided that it is not in his interest to be merciful, compassionate or loving.

Brothers and sisters, the opening ayahs addressed mankind as a whole when we are
reminded of the convulsion of the Hour. The description of this catastrophic event has
been defined to us in such a graphic manner that we should be left in no doubt as to how
severe it will be. A nursing mother will be so dazed that she will let go of her baby. Is
there anything more protective than a nursing mother? Yet Allah warns us that this is
indeed such a grievous event. Brothers and sisters, we have all been warned. “WE” have
all been warned that we will all be accountable for our deeds.

Let us be clear on one simple fact, Allah(SWT) is (}...9]‘_3]’3_:_} , The Lord of all the
worlds. )

Allah(SWT) is the Lord of the Muslims, the Christians, the Jews, the Hindus, the Sikhs,
the Buddhist and anyone you care to mention. Allah(SWT) does not condone in any of
His books the murder of innocent people. We even read in Surat-Al-Maa’ida, when
Allah(SWT) specifically addressed the children of Israel:
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“For this reason did We decree to the children of Israel that whosoever kills a human
being, unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in the land, it is as though he
killed all mankind; and whosoever saves a life, it is as though he saved all mankind.
And certainly Our messengers came to them with clear signs, but even after that many
of them certainly were extravagant in the land”(S5, A32)



Brothers and sisters, we need to be very clear on the fact that when it comes to these
atrocities, Allah (SWT) has given very clear orders over thousands of years as to what is
clearly forbidden, but people willingly and unwillingly have chosen to disobey. That is
the critical characteristic of the human being; Allah (SWT) has given us the burden of
choice. We chose what we do. It is probably safe to say that when an atrocity has been
committed, by default, it indicates that there was a choice. As human beings, this is our
biggest burden; we have a choice. Israel has chosen to commit war crimes and crimes
against humanity.
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Brothers and sisters, as human beings, Muslim or otherwise, our biggest burden is that we
have a choice. We have a choice in everything that we do. In fact, it is our choices that
define us and it is our choices that define how people see us and how they react to us.
When a Muslim chooses to be honest, he is defined as honest and people will react
accordingly. When a Muslim chooses to cheat, he is defined as a cheat and people will
react accordingly. This is the “Sunnah” of Allah. It is therefore important that when we
talk about people making the right or wrong choices, we need to take the time and look at
our own choices. It is not an act of God when we make a choice and it is not an act of
God when people react to our choices.

For instance, when we chose to park with total lack of consideration to our neighbours,
will it be an act of God when we fail in our planning permission, or is it our actions that
deserved such a response. When we, the Muslims of Altrincham, are seen as
inconsiderate and un-neighbourly, is it an act of God that people care less for Muslims, or
is it an inevitable reaction. When the Muslim parents are careless in their duties to Islam,
is it an act of God that their children will care less about Islam or is it an inevitable
consequence.

This is brothers and sisters when the penny starts to drop. As Muslims, we want to put
everything at the hands of Allah and we do not want to take the consequences of our own
choices. Brothers and sisters, if there is one thing that we should take from what we see
happening in Gaza now it should be that our total failure as an Ummabh is nothing more
than the consequence of our own choices.



This is why we have regular warnings from Allah (SWT) about the Day of Judgment, but
we chose to ignore these warnings. When we open the khutbah with the ayah:

ke £ Rl 315 3 ks LT el

“O people fear your Lord! For the convulsion of the Hour will be an incredible event”
(S22, Al)

Do we actually feel anything? Do we tremble, or do we simply say to ourselves; oh yes, I
have heard this before. It is probably nothing to do with me. Why does the Imam keep on
going about this and about parking? I am here to pray and go back to work and the
khutbah is an irritating inconvenience.

The first two ayahs of surat Al-Hajj were revealed during the night when the
Prophet(SAAWS) and the companions were in the expedition of Al-Musstalaq. When
they heard these two verses they could not stop crying for the effect these ayahs had on
them. When the companions read the Quran, they had a much deeper understanding of its
meanings to the one that we now have. They truly believed what they read and they made
their choices accordingly.

We need to ask ourselves a serious question: what do we feel when we read or listen to
such an ayah.

Al 20,520 315 3] 855 15T TGS

“O people fear your Lord! For the convulsion of the Hour will be an incredible event”
(S22, Al)

If some of us do not feel anything within ourselves when we hear such a warning, then
some of us do actually share a characteristic with those who are committing the atrocities.
We are both choosing willingly to ignore Allah(SWT). Our circumstances may be
different, but our disregard to the commands of Allah is the same. We know from the
teachings of the Prophet(SAAWS) that when we persist in the minor sins, it is inevitable
that we graduate to the major sins. It is only a mater of time and circumstance, but the
willingness to choose to ignore Allah is the common factor.

Why is this important? Why am I being heavy handed with this comparison? The reason
is simple; just as much as we must not put the blame of the suffering at the hands of
Allah, we cannot expect the suffering to stop by simply asking Allah for that. We can
pray for our brothers and sisters as much as we want, but most likely nothing will change.



I remember in one Ramadan the Imam in the sacred Mosque was supplicating with
hundreds of thousands of worshipers with him in the mosque, and millions of Muslims
raising their hands all over the world. They were pleading and crying, and yet nothing has
changed. Why!! I may stand corrected, but in my humble understanding it is probably
because we have not changed.

Brothers and sisters, in my humble understanding, nothing will change until we change.
In the past, the khutbah used to focus on change for the sake of our children, but in the
current climate, change takes a much more important role. We need to change for the
sake of our Ummah. If we expect Allah’s help, there is a simple pre-condition; we need
to be helping in the cause of Allah.
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“And surely Allah will help those who help in His cause; most surely Allah is Exalted
in strength and in might. Those who, when We establish them in the land, will
establish regular prayers, give Zakat, enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong;
and to Allah rests the end of all affairs”(S22, A40-1)

This is where we need to make a choice. When you park inconsiderately, when you
backbite, when you cheat, when you miss prayers, when you ignore the hijab, when you
are not neighbourly, when you fall out with your family, when, and when and when, do
you really think that you can be part of the solution to the problems of this Ummah?

Brothers and sisters, we cannot kid ourselves anymore. We cannot ask where is Allah. If
we want Allah(SWT) to be with us, we need to be with Him. You see brothers and sisters
we have demonstrated that it is much easier for us to show anger and frustration than to
park a few meters down the road. Do we really think that what Allah(SWT) wants from
us is expression of anger and frustration. If you are not even prepared to walk a few extra
meters for the sake of Allah, do you really think that you are among those who Allah has
promised to help? And what about the hijab? We have mentioned that many times, but
somehow many sisters do not feel that it is necessary. It remains their choice.

If there is one moment in our lives that we need to get closer to Allah it must be now. Get
closer to Allah for the sake of the people of Gaza. If you want Allah to listen to you then
you need to listen to Allah. Our brothers and sisters of Gaza are telling us: pray to Allah
for us. Do you really think that our prayers and our supplications are even getting above



our own heads? For our prayers to reach Allah(SWT), we need to be in reach of
Allah(SWT). We need to reach Allah(SWT) through our actions and through our
behaviour. This is the main message of today.
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“And say (unto them): Work; for Allah, His Messenger and the believers will see your
work; and you shall be brought back to the Knower of what is evident and What is not
and then He will reveal to you what you did” (S9, A105)

Let us pray that we will be among those who Allah(SWT) guides to do good work for His
sake and be among those who are righteous.



