Friday 21° March 2008

o ) g A e

bl )y, o AL 5 gl g ¢ 0}aRienst g pmined § odloie al) Jased) 5)
A Goole Y Jhaad e g ) fah W6 A g o Wlosd a2 g
.djj.:u_)_’o.’l,.ﬂ i.JLn..’LJ :‘ij\.f..ﬁjj ‘dj ;;1:1].:'25 Y ;.1.':-_’ Ej_“ ‘;l :J; \Jdij\f...ijj

All Praise be to 4.

We praise him and ask him for help and forgiveness. We ask him for protection
from the evilness in ourselves and from our own bad deeds. Whom-so-ever God

guides to the truth no one will lead astray, and whom-so-ever He leads astray, no
one will ever guide.

| testify that there is no God but 4 to whom there is no parther

and | testify that Muhammad % is his servant and messenger
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“Say, to who belongs what is in the heavens and the earth? Say: To Allah,
He has ordained mercy on Himself” (S6, A12)



Brothers and sisters, ASA.

We are again blessed with another Good Friday which has the beautiful advantage of
bringing all the youngsters of our community to this centre. For Muslims, every Friday is
a “Good” Friday. Allah(SWT) has made Friday the most honoured of the days of the
week. On Friday we have our congregational prayers and khutbah. During this day,
Allah(SWT) has appointed an hour during which our Dua’, our sincere and honest Dua’,
a Dua’ that is coming from the heart of a faithful Muslim. A Muslim whose heart, tongue
and hand all act as one and the same. Allah(SWT) has appointed an hour of this blessed
day during which the Dua’ of this Muslim and ISA all Muslims will be answered.

We are blessed and fortunate to have all these youngsters with us today. For this reason,
the khutbah must address them. I know that the khutbah should reflect current affairs and
the state of the Muslim Ummah, but it should also be educational and should guide us to
better ourselves. I would like to cover a number of topics and ISA, in the long term, we
will sense the benefit in the knowledge and conduct of our children.

First of all, most of us are probably aware that the 12" of Rabi’u Al-awal was two days
ago. The Prophet®**"9was born on this day of the 12" of Rabi’u Al-awal. It was a
Monday. Sub-hana-Allah, it is agreed that the Prophet®**"® also died on the same day,
the 12" day of Rabi’u Al-awal. This simple but amazing fact inevitably leads the
Muslims, when they want to celebrate the birth of the Prophet®**V®, they also have to
remember the death of the Prophet®**"® and in doing so, inevitably, they recall the Sirah.
One day in the year. No conflict. Just imagine if the Prophet®**"® died on a different day.
Imagine if over the years some Muslims decided that they want to commemorate the
death of the Prophet®**%®, Just imagine what a day this could have been. We do witness
others commemorating the death of figures of significance for them. Muslims are blessed
that the Prophet®**V® was born and died on the same day.

For the youngsters here today, you need to know that the Prophet®**"® did celebrate his
birthday. He was born on a Monday. The Prophet®**" used to fast on Mondays and
Thursdays. When asked as to why, one of the reasons given for fasting Mondays was that
he was born on that day and fasting is a means of giving thanks to Allah. Just imagine
brothers and sisters if we can ever encourage ourselves, our sisters and wives and our
children that when their birthday comes, that we all as a family should celebrate that day
by fasting. We tend to celebrate our birthdays by being involved in this Dunia. Can we
try to celebrate our birthdays by getting involved in the Hereafter? To me this would be
following in the footsteps of our beloved Prophet® 4",

As for fasting Thursdays, the Prophet®**"s mentioned that it is at the end of this day that
our deeds are elevated to Allah(SWT), and he wanted to be in a state of fasting when his
deeds are presented before the Lord. For Muslims, celebrations are permissible, but the
manner of celebrating is where we have gone off the straight path. We tend to follow
current traditions and customs and we have forgotten the essence of celebrating. It is to
remember the blessings of Allah on us. If I ask the parents here today, what joy has your
newborn brought to you? How immense was the happiness and joy. How fulfilling was



the experience of witnessing your newborn child. What pleasures has that child brought
on the family. For some of us who are now grand parents, the joys have been rekindled
with the arrival of the grandchild. It is truly joys upon joys:
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“Know that the life of this world is but amusement, and distractions, and pageantry
and boasting among you, and the multiplication of riches and children” (S57, A20)

Allah(SWT) tells us that these are the essentials of this life. These are the things that
make this world, and we know that. When we get a new TV, a new car, probably a huge
wasteful Mercedes, a new house, a new X-box, a new pink Sony Ericson mobile, and so
on, and the list is endless. These are all the things that bring joy into our lives. But all of
these are temporary, no more so than the mobile phone with a year’s contract. The joy of
gaining such a phone is only matched by the joy of getting rid of it in one year, only to
get the up to date one. This is what this life is all about, amusements and distractions. But
these do not compare to the joys of the birth of a new baby. Let us try, if we can,
celebrate the goodness that this new life has given us with fasting so that we keep the
close bond between this life and the hereafter close and tight.

We had a little gathering yesterday to commemorate the Seerah of our beloved
Prophet®**V Tn an hour, one can only cover a few minutes of the life of
Muhammad(SAAWS). When we mention his name, Muslims should always follow by
saying “SAAWS?”. This is not an optional few words by Muslims, but it is actually a
command. Many of our older generations have lost the significance of this command:
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“Allah and His angels are praying on the Prophet: O you who believe, pray for him,
and salute him with all respect” ($33, A56)

O you who believe; that means every one of us here, adults and children alike, “Pray” for
him and “Salute” him with all respect. Pray and salute are commands. These are
commands in the Quran. I know that some of our older generation have not got into the



habit of saying “SAAWS” whenever they hear the word “Prophet” or “Muhammad” or
“Al-Musstafa”, or whatever name we have for our beloved “Prophet”. We need to get this
command back. It is not a tradition, and it is not an optional extra. It is actually a
command by Allah.

= - 4
ale |alz

T

2l 5Tl vl e s, dos Lasgalas 2y
e o g:‘-"[uicu o =3 (01
@ s i

For today, I ask our children here with us to commemorate the birth of our Prophet®*V®

by taking on this task. The task of saying “SAAWS” every time they hear the name of
our Prophet®**V®_Brothers and sisters, the love of the Prophet®**"® does not come by
talking or by writing about him. Love comes from the heart. We recently celebrated
Mothers’ day. For the children here, do you remember how you felt when you were
planning this celebration. This celebration came from the heart and then you acted on it.
You did not celebrate mothers’ day by speaking about it. You felt it and you acted on it.
Your heart was your lead. The same is with the Prophet®**"®, We all need to love him
and celebrate him every minute of our lives.

Well, you may legitimately ask why? Why do we need to love the Prophet®**"®? What
is so special about this relationship?

This is best exemplified by the story of sUmar®**. This story has been mentioned a few
times in previous khutbahs, but it will be a special mention today because of the children
here. sUmar®** was walking with the Prophet®**"® holding onto his hand and saying, O
Prophet of Allah, I truly love you.

Before we go on, just a little side track. How many of us here hold onto the hand of their
wife, or their husband, or their mother or father, or their sister or brother, or their child
and tell them, with your eyes directly in their eyes, and tell them “I truly love you”.
Sometimes we are a little bit shy of expressing our emotions openly and loudly.
Somehow for the men and older boys, this is not the “cool” thing. Well, can we now
imagine the scene when we say that sUmar®** was walking with the Prophet®**"®,
grasping his hand and telling him “I love you more than everything else”. Do we think
that this is not “cool”.

For the children here today, please be in no doubt that Islam is the religion of love and
mercy. For you to walk up to your parents, to hold their hand in yours, to kiss their hands
and to tell them that you love them is not “un-cool”. It is in fact the “coolest” thing that
you can do in Islam. It is very “cool” and very “hip” to tell those that you love that you
truly love them. But probably, you may need some encouragement from your parents.
How many times do we as parents grab our children, hug them with the same feelings



that we had when they were first born and tell them we love them. Believe you me,
practice makes perfect.

Back to sUmar®*®. He was saying to the Prophet®**"®, T love you more than anything
else. The Prophet®**"® tested his words. He asked him, “more than your wealth?” He
replied, yes. “More than your family?”” He replied, yes. “More than you children?” He
replied, yes. Then it came to the crunch. This is the critical crunch for our children as
well. The Prophet®**V® asked him, “more than yourself?”

Before I tell you what sUmar®**?® replied, let us for a moment imagine what loving
someone more than you love yourself is. Can we imagine such a situation where
everything that you do or you have or you think or you feel, you find yourself favoring
someone else rather than yourself. You love someone so much that when you get your
new X-box, you give it to them to play first. When you get your new Sony Ericson, they
get to have it; when you have a chocolate, you give it to them. Probably we all remember
the advertisement “do you love some one enough to give them your last Rolo”.

You see now, once we start to look closely at what loving someone else more than you
love yourself really means, it becomes difficult to fulfill this love. You actually have to
put them ahead of yourself all the time. We know this is not easy at all. Probably the
closest one comes to that love is the love of a mother to her child. Even when she is
thirty, the first drink goes to her child, when she is very hungry, the first bite goes to her
child and so on. She wants to her child more and better than for herself. She truly loves
her child more than she loves herself. You see, it is not easy to fulfill this statement, “I
love you more than I love myself”.

So, what do you think sUmar®** said. He said “No”. In his honest and straight forward
manner he said “no”. The Prophet®**" replied, “you are not ready yet”. The
Prophet®**“® was saying to Umar®**, and indirectly to all Muslims, that our Iman is not
ready yet. The Prophet®**"¥ is telling us that our Iman is not complete until we love him
more than we love ourselves. Umar®** asked the Prophet®**"® to give him time to think.
So he goes away, thinks about the matter and comes back to the Prophet®**"® and
declares that he loves him more than he loves himself. The Prophet®**"* then said, “Now
Umar”, by that he meant, now your Iman has been completed.

For our children here today, do we understand what it means when the Prophet®**"® says
“now Umar”. Do we understand that our Iman, and our Islam is not complete until we
love the Prophet®**V® more than we love ourselves. Well, the clever among you here
would legitimately ask, how come? What made sUmar®** change his mind. How did he
get there?

Well, this is again where you the children have an important role in this. It was Umar’s
son, Abdul-Llah bin Umar®*** who asked his father, how come you changed your mind.
What convinced you to love the Prophet®**"$ more than yourself. For our children here
today, and for our brothers and sisters, please take note of what sUmar®** answered, for
in his answer lies profound wisdom that we desperately need. He said, I asked myself,



who am I in need more in this life, myself or the Prophet®**V®. T was in total ignorance
until he gave me guidance. In this life, I need the Prophet®**™s more than I need myself.
He is better for me than I was for myself. Then I asked, O Umar, on the day of judgment,
who is more important to you, yourself or the Prophet®**"®, and I know that I have
nothing to help me on that day except the Prophet®***®. T now know that in this life and
in the hereafter, the Prophet®***"® is more important to me than myself, and for that, I
love him more than I love myself. That was the uncluttered logic of sUmar®**.That is
what our logic should lead us to. We need our Prophet®**V more than we need
ourselves.
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“Now has come unto you a Messenger from amongst yourselves: it grieves him that
you should be in distress, full of concern for you, and to the believers he is most kind
and merciful” (S9, A128)
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“Say, if you do love Allah then follow me: Allah will love you and forgive you your
trespasses. For Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful” (S3, A31)
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“It is indeed the believers whose hearts become fearful with the mention of Allah, and
when His revelations are recited to them, they elevate them in faith, and on their Lord
do they depend” (S8, A2)

I would like to finish with another aya from the Holy Quran:
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“And your Lord has commanded that you shall not serve (any) but Him, and “has
commanded’ Ihssan to your parents. If either or both of them reach old age with you,
say not to them (so much as) ""Uff", nor repel them, and speak to them with generous
words” (S17, A23)

Brothers and sisters, and children, Islam is the religion of love and mercy. Many events
tend to cloud our vision of Islam, our vision of ourselves and our vision for the Ummah.
Our children are our future. Let us make sure we give them the right guidance to progress
on the path of Allah. Let us guide them to the love of the Prophet®**V®, Let us guide
them to be on the example of the Prophet®**"® and let us pray that they will grow up in
the love of Islam and the love of the Porphet of Islam.
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“Certainly you have in the Messenger of Allah an excellent example for the one whose
hope is with Allah and the final day and remembers Allah much” (S33, A21)



