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Praise be to +J).

We praise him and ask him for help and forgiveness. We ask him for protection
from the evilness in ourselves and from our bad deeds. Whomever God guides to
the truth no one will lead astray. and whomever He leads astray. no one will ever

guide.
| testify that there is no God but 4l to whom there is no partner

and | testify that Muhammad ,::, is his servant and messenger
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""O you who believe, when the call is proclaimed to prayer on Friday (the day of

assembly), hasten earnestly to the remembrance of Allah, and leave off business. That
is best for you if you but knew'' (562, A10)



Brothers and sisters, the khutbah today is about Brotherhood in Islam.

It is not natural for humans to wish to live in isolation. People naturally feel that they
wish to live in a community and wish to feel that they belong to such a community. A
strong community is one in which people are supportive of each other, and where people
feel secure and feel a sense of belonging. In Islam, we are blessed by the fact that we all
agree that all of humanity has originated from Adam and Eve. We are all ultimately
brothers and sisters when it comes to our original heritage as testified in Islam.
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"0 mankind. We created you from a single pair of a male and female, and made you
into nations and tribes, that you many know each other. Verily the most honoured of
you in the sight of Allah is (he or she who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah has
all knowledge and is fully acquainted with all matters' (S 49, A 13)

Brothers and sisters, This Sura was revealed in Madinah, and its subject matter is the
manners to be observed by the members of the then rapidly growing Muslim
community. I remind myself and you to read it and to understand it.

People inevitably get enthralled and engrossed by their daily events and routines. They
are concerned about their wealth and their income, about their health, about their
children and about the present and future in general. They have different interpretation
of the facts and regularly have to choose between sides. Added to that, we are all
different, and do not always see things eye to eye with others. It is therefore inevitable
that we may find ourselves torn apart by loyalties, status, grievances and the like.

The rules of engagement are not always clear, and it is not so easy for us Muslims to
know what to do. How should I, as a Muslim feel and interact with another Muslim who
has a different opinion or point of view. How do I interact with another Muslim, who on
the face of it, seems to have very little in similarity to me. What does Islam has to say
and advise.

First of all, as the Sura tells us, it is important for us to get to know each other in our
communities. That includes everyone. Isolation and retraction from the community is
not a feature of a good Muslim. It is understandable that in the hustle and bustle of every
day living, we tend to let things pass us by, and we tend to forget about this clear
directive;
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“To get to know each other.”




If we accept this directive, then one may ask, what are the rules of engagement?

4_1_} :L&:;',__'j], Islam has shown us the way in which we should live our lives as a
- community. For today, I will speak about the Muslim community.

Brotherhood and sisterhood in Islam exemplify the true spirit of the Muslim Faith. It
enriches the true, honest and gentle feelings of Muslims to such an extent that we, as
Muslims, ultimately live our lives for each other. No matter what our backgrounds are,
no matter what our status is and no matter what our differences are, if we are true to our
Muslim faith, and true to the Islamic concept of brotherhood, we can live as a strong,
intact and supportive Muslim community.

Islam stands against hatred and prejudice based on racial differences, against cast,
against social class and against all matters that put one human being above or below
another. In Islam we are all equal.

Islam teaches us how to deal with our feelings and attitudes in order to create a stronger
community. Islam stands against envy and against jealousy. It is your duty as a Muslim
to feel for your brother Muslim. When something bad happens to your brother Muslim,
you should be saddened for him as if it was you who had suffered. But equally, when
something joyous and good happens to your brother Muslim, you should feel as happy
for him.
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The next statement addresses the fact that the only difference between us in God's eyes
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The Prophet Muhammad®**"¥ said:
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The example of Muslims in their love, care and compassion to each other is like that of a
single body. If one organ falls ill, the rest of the body reacts to it by vigil and fever.
Narrated by Al-Bukhari.

The prophet®**" further said,
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The Muslim is a brother to the Muslim. He does not transgress against him. If he is in
his brother’s need, God will be in his need. If he helps to relieve him from a difficulty,
God will relieve him from one of the difficulties of the day of Judgement. If he shields a
Muslim from harm, God will shield him on the day of Judgement. Narrated by Al-
Bukhari and Muslim.

Imagine brothers and sisters. Imagine our state on the day of judgement. The state
described:
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The day of judgement is so awesome and so overwhelming that we do not even
recognise and in fact we run away from our brothers, from our parents and even from
our partners and children. Imagine how desperate we will all be on this day for God's
shelter. Well, if we want that shelter, we know what we need to do.

Brothers and sisters, a sign of generosity in brotherhood is that you genuinely wish
goodness for your brothers and sisters. You should be as happy for him or her as if that
goodness was for you. For example, if a Muslim brother achieves wealth, buys
something new, succeeds in his studies, has a new child, and so on and so forth, let us be
honest with ourselves and ask ourselves how would we normally feel for that brother.

It is always tempting to say why not me. I should have had this or I should have had
that. Why him and not me. These feelings are natural. This is indeed human nature.
However, in Islam, this is not the sign of good brotherhood or good sisterhood. This is
not what Islam teaches us. Islam teaches us to be just as happy for others as if that good
event has indeed happened to us. We should share in the joy and success of our brothers
and sisters, for this is exactly what they are. They are our brothers and sisters in Islam.

Brothers and sisters, this is the true feeling of the Muslim Ummabh. The true feeling of
belonging to this brotherhood and to this Ummah. You should get just as much joy and
happiness from your brothers’ success as if it was your own. This is an essential part of
the brotherhood in Islam.

Furthermore, and this is a critical point, we must strive to help our brothers and sisters to
achieve this success as if we would help ourselves. Your brother's success is your
success. We should stand side by side in this life by sharing through good and bad time.
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The - or reward for doing that is exemplified by this event:
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From Ibn Abaass (the cousin of the prophet™**">): He was in I'tikaf in the Prophet’s
mosque. A man came up to him, gave his salaam, and sat down. Ibn Abaass noticed that
this man was looking upset. So he approached him and asked as to his problem. The
man said: I am indebted to someone, and by the grace of the owner of this grave (the
Prophet®*™*) I am unable to deliver”.
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Ibn Abaass said do you want me to speak to that person on your behalf, and the man
said if you wish. So immediately he puts on his shoes and was on his way out of the
I'tikaf and out of the mosque.

So the man asked, have you forgotten what you were doing?
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Ibn Abaass replied, No, but I have heard the owner of this grave say, and it was not long
ago; "he who goes in the need of his brother, and achieves, is better for him than 10
vears of I'tikaf" Narrated by Al-Baihaqi

Imagine brothers and sisters. If we help a brother out willingly and for the sake of Allah,
it is equivalent to ten years worship at the level of I'tikaf. Ibn Abbas knew that. He
thought I can stay in the mosque and do I'tikaf for one day, or I can help my Muslim
brother and achieve the equivalent of ten years, that is 3650 days worth of I'tikaf. This is
how the Sahabah understood the teachings of the prophet®**"*. A good Muslim is a
Muslim that is of benefit to others.

Brothers and sisters, please remember this story, and let us always help each other. We
are always trying to accomplish our prayers on time. We have special clocks, we ask
each others and we use all sort of means to help us with our daily prayers. Let us ask
ourselves, do we deliberately ask each other: do you a problem I can help you with? Is
there anything I can help you with? Do you know of anyone that may need my help, and



so on. Do we not realise that by seeking to help each other we are actually achieving the
reward of over 3650 days of prayers. The equation is so overwhelming I can only ask
myself why am I not doing this.

This is the community that Islam wants us to build. The rewards are there both in this,
our worldly life and the hereafter.
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Brothers and sisters. The demands of every day life, and its burdens are enormous. The
human being by himself is weak. He is far too weak to stand alone in the face of the
incessant burdens of life, no matter how strong or able that person is. It is the right of
each Muslim brother and sister to feel that our Muslim brothers and sisters are a support
to him or to her during periods of ease and during periods of strife. It is their right.

The Prophet®*"¥ said:
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The faithful to the faithful is like a structure, each part supports the other. Narrated by
Al-Bukhari

This is an important hadeeth. It describes the faithful like a mechanical structure made
out of several pieces or components. The integrity of the structure is dependent on the
integrity of each individual piece. If the pieces start to fail one by one, then the whole
structure will fail, and that will include those individual pieces that were individually
strong and intact. Remember the scenes of bringing down a building or a large chimney.
What is normally done is that explosives are used at the base to weaken the structure.
Once that is blown, the whole structure falls down. The same is with the community.
Once the base of the community is weakened, it will inevitably decline. The importance
of this hadeeth is that if we as a Muslim community want to stay intact, we must support
each other and help the weak among us to be a strong piece in this structure. Each and
every one may be in the future that vital important piece that will keep the whole
community from failing.

This is how Muslims should be to each other. This is indeed a blessing from Allah.

Brothers and sisters, this brotherhood is indeed a blessing. This is what the Holy Quran
has to say:
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""And remember with gratitude Allah’s favour on you: for you were enemies and he
Jjoined your hearts in love, so that by His Grace and blessing you became brothers'
(83, A103)

"By His Grace and blessing you became brothers
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""O mankind. We created you from a single pair of a male and female, and made you
into nations and tribes, that you many know each other”

We are instructed as a Muslim community how we should interact with each other to
strengthen and hold our community together.

The Prophet®**"¥ said:

Beware of speculation and conjecture and the like, for this is not the truth.
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Do not spy on each other, do not compete or envy each other, do not have hatred among
yourselves and do not turn away from each other.

s ) G50 LS Bga) sl 15565

And be servants of Allah as Brothers as you have been ordered by God Almighty.
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The Muslim is the brother of the Muslim.

He does not aggress against him or be unfair to him. ' o | 53 N
He does not let him down. o N 3
He does not belittle him. 8 JE?'._I' N 3
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The person is nearing an evil deed by belittling his Muslim brother.
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All the Muslim to the Muslim is forbidden his wealth, his blood and his family.
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God does not look at your features or your bodies, but looks at your hearts and deeds.



The Prophet®**" said as he pointed to his heart, piety is here, piety is here, piety is here.
Narrated by Muslim.

Remember brothers and sisters, Islam makes it clear to us that God will look at our
hearts and deed and that Al-Taqua is in here, our hearts.
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