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“And when my worshipers ask you of Me, surely I am very near. I answer the prayers of the one who calls on me. So let them answer My call, and let them believe in Me that they may achieve guidance” (S2, A186)
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Dear brothers and sisters, ASA. This year we have been fortunate to have Ramadan and September start on the same day. This is the 19th of September, and therefore, tonight is the 20th night of Ramadan. The last ten days are upon us, and they have reached us so quickly.
 A khutbah at a time like this can only be on one thing, the night of power:

In a Hadeeth “Hassan”, the Prophet(SAAWS) said: this month has come upon you, and in it is a night that is better than one thousand months. The one who has been denied this night, he has indeed been denied all the goodness, and no one will be denied its goodness unless he is indeed among the deprived.
Brothers and sisters, we must not take this issue lightly. We may not have the luxury of another Ramadan. When one thinks that by gaining a thousand months worth of worship in one night, how much do you think this will cover? A thousand months is equivalent to eighty years. For most of us, this is a lifetime. This is not a joke brothers and sisters, but it is a reality.

For the past 20 nights and 19 days we have been  training ourselves to what is about to come. Praise be to Allah that this night of power is in the last ten nights. At the beginning of Ramadan, most of us are getting into first gear, but now, ISA, we are all getting there. Can we just imagine what a thousand months means? As a percentage, it is equivalent to 3 million percent. Isn’t that incredible?
For those of us who have been blessed with Hajj, and having the blessings of standing on Arafat with our hands out to Allah asking him for everything and anything. We had to travel to Makkah. We had to go through many exhausting rituals. We ultimately stood on Arafat and started supplicating to Allah(SWT) and asked him for everything that we wanted. And now, many years down the line, we wish we can get the opportunity to ask Allah(SWT) again and again. The night of power brothers and sisters is our chance. We must take this opportunity with both hands.

Not only should we take this opportunity for ourselves, we must guide others towards it. This includes our families, our children, our brothers and sisters, our friends, our Muslim friends who have lost their way, and have lost hope in the mercy of Allah. 
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“Say: O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah: Surely Allah forgives all sins: It is He who is most Forgiving, Most Merciful” (S39, Zummar, A53)
Let us remind ourselves and those around us about this glorious opportunity. If we do not have the ability to remind ourselves or others, then at least let us not waste this opportunity for others. Let us make sure that we do not have big Iftar parties where one is so full after eating that they can only lie there with a full belly and a heavy head. Let us not get caught up with the latest Championship football game or the latest film in the cinema.

What is intriguing is that in Ramadan, when one legitimately misses a day of fasting, he or she can make it up later:
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 “Fasting is for a certain number of days; but whoever among you is ill or on a journey, then (he shall fast) an equivalent number of other days” (S2, A184)
However, when it comes to the night of power, should you be unfortunate enough to miss it, you will have to wait the whole year to gain the opportunity again. We just cannot afford to miss it, and let us not be the excuse for someone else to miss it either.

The gates of paradise are all open in this month. We need to have faith in Allah that these gates are open for us. All we need to do is knock on the doors. I need to remind myself and all of us that all we need to do is knock on the doors of heaven. I cannot afford to have wasted all the effort of fasting and worship for the sake of something that will take me away from this glorious night.

A word of warning! In many masjids, it has become a tradition that the “khutmah” of Quran is achieved on the 27th night as if it has been decreed that the night of power will be on that night. Many have narrowed their bets to one in ten by doing so. For all we know, it may be tomorrow night, or it may be on the 28th night. Indeed, I have read that the “Salaf” used to do “khutmah” at the end of Ramadan and not traditionally of the 27th. There is a general backing off after the 27th night, and we need to be careful. Every single night is a potential night of power. If you want to have it, you know what to do.
In a hadeeth sahih, the Porphet(SAAWS) said about Ramadan: “Allah has decreed that you will fast this month and I have given you the Sunnah of Quyam in this month. For the one who fasts and does Quyam in sound belief and conviction, he will be delivered from his sins as if he has been delivered on the day his mother gave birth to him”.
The Prophet(SAAWS) used to put in extra effort in Ramadan more so than any other month, and according to A’isha(RAA) she said that the Prophet(SAAWS) used to put more effort in the last ten days than in any other. She also said that in the last ten, the Prophet(SAAWS) enlivened the night in prayers, woke up his family, put extra effort and tightened his “belt”.
In Sahih Bukhari, the Prophet(SAAWS) said: “look for the night of power in the last ten of Ramadan”. Scholars have debated plenty trying to narrow down the night of power, but it has been in Allah’s mercy that it is left for us to ponder. What we need to do is not ponder, but to take advantage. The equation is very simple. Ten nights! I know that I am personally in desperate need to ask for forgiveness and to ask Allah to help me reform myself, to help me to help my family, and to help me to help my friends to reform. I know how much I am in need of this glorious night, and I am quite sure we are all in the same boat.
This night is so special, that a whole surat has been dedicated to it. One night of worship is equivalent to worship of eighty three years. All the salat that we do day in day out. All the extra prayers and extra worship. Just add all this up for a period of eighty three years. How can we leave it be. What a bargain! Let us all help each other to get the benefit. Let us not leave a friend or a family member sitting at home watching TV or doing something of little value. We desperately need to help each other. 
[image: image8.png]


Sometimes we need to ask ourselves a simple question. What is it all about? Why should I bother at all?

“And guard yourselves from the Day when you shall be brought back to Allah. Then every soul shall be paid what it has earned, and none shall be dealt with unjustly” (S2, A281)

[image: image9.png]



[image: image10.png]15580154 8 B S




[image: image11.png]3

et
IS
FEs

i
sl



[image: image12.png]


[image: image13.png]JURQU ORIV U

o L 355 ¢ ohas 5 fnias 3 2o« ) el )

s W A ok e flosl L s bkl s,2

A;}«U\\JLAJLV IA.(,..J} dogm)h U.a.;ua}nd
4.))..)}5.&..;—‘&7.0 u(,.‘l, r«.)q_‘

All Praise be to«b\ .
We praise him and ask him for help and forgiveness. We ask
him for protection from the evilness within ourselves and from
our own bad deeds. Whom-so-ever God guides to the truth no
one can lead astray, and whom-so-ever He leaves misguided, no
one has the power to guide.

| testify that there is no God but Jl to whom there is no partner

and | testify that Muhammad % is his servant and messenger



2nd Khutbah:


“O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that you may achieve self-restraint”  (S2, A183)

This is the aya we opened the Holy month of Ramadan with. I was interested in the translation of the end of the aya:

I have read translations that said, “that you may achieve taqua”, or “that you may achieve self-restraint”, or “that you may ward off evil”, or “that you may guard against evil”. In the short version of “Tafseer Ibn Katheer”, nothing specific was mentioned. It is therefore likely that the meaning is open. At the beginning of the month, as we aim to start another process of self reform, achieving a state of “Taqua” and guarding off evil through fasting is important.
As we now start the last ten days of Ramadan, another meaning starts to take shape for:

“And guard yourselves from the Day when you shall be brought back to Allah”
This how beautiful Ramadan is. From a personal angle, I am always fearful just before Ramadan. I tend to ask myself am I going to be able to cope with Ramadan. However, and praise be to Allah, once t starts, it is as if it has a life of its own. But now that we are at the last ten of Ramadan, I know that I need to put the effort. It will happen by itself. I have to put in the effort and I think this goes for most if not all of us.

We are all on the path to returning to Allah. This is the ultimate truth. It is the undeniable truth. Allah has prescribed fasting for our benefit. Allah has chosen Ramadan for our benefit. Allah reminded us that He is near. All we need to do is to answer His call: 

“So let them answer My call, and let them believe in Me that they may achieve guidance” (S2, A186)
May Allah grant us the guidance to answer His call so as we can achieve the ultimate guidance.

May Allah grant us the wisdom to answer His call. 
May Allah grant us the bounty of
