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Praise be to 4.
We praise him and ask him for help and forgiveness. We ask him for protection
from the evilness in ourselves and from our bad deeds. Whomever God guides to
the truth no one will lead astray, and whomever He leads astray, no one will ever

guide.
| testify that there is no God but qbl to whom there is no partner

and | testify that Muhammad ;*}L;; is his servant and messenger
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"O you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul look to what (provision) it has sent forth for tomorrow. And fear Allah, for Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that you do" (S59, A18)
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The most truthful of words are those of the book of Allah, and the best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad(SAAWS). We are warned that the most sinister of matters “in Islam” are “new innovations”, for each new innovation is indeed an invention, and each invention can lead astray, and each can lead to hellfire. (narrated by Muslim, Ahmad and An-Nisaa'I)
The topic of today's Khutbah is "The strength of faith"
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Brothers and sisters, one of the good habits that people can have is self examination. During this process, we can ask ourselves testing questions and by answering them we try to evaluate ourselves. The khutbahs are a good reminder for us all to practice self examination. For today’s khutbah, I thought that there are two questions that we need to ask ourselves and need to examine carefully.

The first question is do I have a Strong Faith? And the second question is how do I know, or how can I tell if I do have a strong faith. How does one measure the strength of faith? For example, does having a strong faith mean attending the Friday prayer, or does it mean I can come to Fajr or Isha at the mosque. Or does having a strong faith mean that I am equipped and entitled to judge others? Or further still, does having a strong faith mean that we are actually better than others? 

These questions may initially seem silly, because without doubt, we would answer: of course I have a strong faith. I believe in Allah, I believe in the “Books”, the “messengers”, the “angels”, and so on. I pray and I fast when I can. I am here at the mosque. I support my Muslim brothers and sisters. What more proof do I need? Isn’t that the measure that my faith is strong. 

Having said that, do we really think that this answer is good enough, or is there more to it? If we truly believe that we have a strong faith, have we ever asked ourselves the following questions: how does a strong faith shape my character and conduct, and could my character and conduct be the real measure of my faith?
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All praise be to Allah, Islam can lead us to the answers and we do not have to innovate and we do not have to invent. However, sometimes, we may need to try looking at things from a different angle.

To make this point clear, there is an important concept that we need to grasp, and we touched upon it in the past. This is the concept of input and output. Once we grasp this concept, the difference between the two understandings of how we can measure our strength of faith becomes clearer. We start to realise that all the above questions are very relevant, but for different reasons.

Firstly, without a strong belief in Allah, the messengers, the books, the angels and so on, we do not even have a starting point. It is a pre-requisite. Similarly, without a strong commitment to the acts of worship, we also cannot go any further. However, to stop here and say I have achieved a strong faith because I believe and I worship is not wise, and many of us fall into this trap.

Believing in Allah, the messengers, the angels, and so on, and adhering to the acts of worship need to be considered as essential input into strengthening our Iman, but they cannot also be considered as the ultimate output of that Iman. Our beliefs and worship are essential input into developing us and shaping us as Muslims. Then, and probably only then, as Muslims, we are able to deliver the output. So the question remains, what is this output?

When we read the Quran, we frequently come across this statement: 
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“Those who believe and do good work”, or some may translate it as “do good deeds” or “do righteous deeds”.

It seems that Allah is telling us regularly in the Quran that the testament to “believing” is linked to the manifestation of doing good work. Iman needs to be followed with good work. That is where we may ask ourselves, could this be the measure of a strong faith?

In a hadeeth, the Prophet(SAAWS) tells us that “Iman” is what has settled in the heart, and was testified to by actions. (Arabic) I feel that some of our problems is defining what actions mean. Actions may be divided into two main parts; those between the person and Allah, and those between the person and others.

The acts of worship defining the relationship between a person and Allah is one vital part of the equation, and probably one may say that this is still part of the input. While on the other hand, dealings with others, that is our conduct, our behaviour, our actions, our feelings and so on are the other vital part of the equation, and probably one may say that this is the output. This is what comes under the heading; “doing good deeds”. A usual problem with Muslims is that they pay more attention to one part of the equation and not the other.

On the one hand, we have Muslims who say we behave well with others and do good work, and therefore do we really need to pray or fast or read the Quran as much or worse, at all. It does not seem necessary; we are good people as it is. These Muslims rightly believe that behaviour and conduct are very important, but they have misled themselves by dismissing their relationship with Allah. While on the other hand, we have Muslims who are very diligent with their acts of worship and rightly so, but they disregard their poor behaviour and conduct as being not important. They think that only worship is important and it should be enough to save them.

Now that we start looking at it in this way, we realize that neither is correct. The sign of a strong faith must be the marriage of these two actions. For those here today, we know that by being here, we are hopefully among those who are diligent with our acts of worship, and the question for us remains: How is my relationship with Allah shaping my character?
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an integral part of our “Iman” is the belief in the hereafter. We are looking forward to the company of our beloved Prophet(SAAWS), and are looking forward to standing on the day of judgement with our book of deeds in our right hand. These are the words that we should be saying on that day: 
"Then he that will be given his record in his right hand will say: 'here, read my record. I did really think that I will meet my account (on the day of judgement)'. He will be in a life of content. In a garden on high" (S69, A 19-22)

Let us ISA be among those who stand on that day with our books in our Right hands; Ameen. 

Muslims have a strong belief that our actions in this life will not go without judgement. This is one of the critical points that links our relationship with others to our relationship with Allah, and is one of our strong points of Iman. We believe in the day of judgement, and we need to work for that day. Those who have no such belief will be shocked when they read: 
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“Do those who seek after evil ways think that We shall hold them equal with those who believe and do good work in either their life or their death? Ill is the judgment that they make. Allah created the heavens and the earth with truth, that each soul be rewarded for what it has earned, and no one shall be wronged”. (S45, A21-2)

With this in mind, we ask again; How is my relationship with Allah shaping my character?

It is my understanding that a strong faith in Allah should shape a strong character. The stronger we are in our faith, the stronger should be our character and this strength of character should be manifest in our “good deeds”. We know from the hadeeth that a strong believer is more favoured by Allah than a weak believer, and in both there is good.

A Muslim with a strong faith should be confident. A Muslim with a strong faith works hard and is confident in the work he or she does. A Muslim with a strong faith is very clear about his or her goals in life. A Muslim with a strong faith is not shaped by circumstance and is not controlled by events. He remains steadfast in his belief. This confidence is there based on the firm belief in Allah and in the message of Islam. A Muslim with a strong faith will elevate his or her response when they come across something that is not acceptable (Munkar) from that of the heart, to that of the tongue to that of the hand. (Man ra’a munkar fal-yu-ghay-yirh).

However, with so much talk about confidence, strength of character and actions, it is easy to see why some Muslims who have a strong character may actually come across as being arrogant, judgemental, inconsiderate and aggressive in the mistaken belief that this is what a strong Muslim should be about. This is where we have to read the Quran again where it says:
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“Those who believe and do good work”.

We said that a testament to Iman is the good work, but we also need to remember that the good work should be delivered in the context of good Iman.

Muslims should remind themselves of the glorious names of Allah, the Forgiver and the Merciful, and also remind themselves of the Sirah of our Prophet(SAAWS). We should recognise that it is important to strengthen our Iman and our character, but in doing so, sometimes it is easy to become arrogant and judgemental. It is important to remind ourselves that with strength of character there must be humility, compassion, mercy and forgiveness. To me, this is probably the most relevant proof of a strong Iman and a strong character. This is by no means easy. To be compassionate and non-judgemental is not easy when it comes to issues that we deal with on a daily basis. Issues of gender equality, sexuality, drug abuse, war on terror, non-believers and so on.

It is not easy to have a strong belief and not pass judgement, and Muslims are very good at that.

Our strength of Iman has not been shaped by humility and compassion and that is one of the most difficult problems to understand. When we the Muslims have such a strong belief in Allah, when we have the Quran as our guide and the Prophet(SAAWS) as our example, why do we have so much trouble shaping our Iman with humility and compassion. Why do we, the Muslims, find difficulty exercising compassion and forgiveness, even to our own families, children and friends. We think that humility and compassion are characters of those who are week, and not a sign of strong faith. One of the possible answers is that our Iman is probably not as strong as we like to think it is. 

Allah has guided us to the right path through the Quran, and through the teachings of the Prophet(SAAWS). Muslims should consider themselves very fortunate because we have the blessings of the Holy Quran, the Sunnah, the Sirah and the Hadeeth. Our Iman can only be strengthened by knowledge of the Holy Quran, the Sunnah and the Sirah and by practising this knowledge. We should be in no doubt as to where this strength of Iman comes from.

It does not come from increasing our wealth and it does not come from being physical stronger. It does not come from being smart, and it does not come from being able to say a few words. It does not come from belonging to a group or a club. It does not come by judging people by what we say, but by judging ourselves by what we do. In Islam it comes from an unyielding belief in Allah, in his Quran and in the teachings of the Prophet(SAAWS) and by applying this belief in our daily lives.

Whenever you feel insecure, remember Allah, read the Quran and abide by the teachings of the Prophet(SAAWS) and your strength comes back.

What can we learn from the Quran and from the hadeeth to strengthen our faith?
First of all, the Prophet(SAAWS) said: “do not be a blind follower of those around you, saying I am with the rest of the people, I follow them if they are in the right and I follow them if they are in the wrong, (this is the sort of thing that people did in the Jahilia), they were tribal, and their opinion was that of the tribe. The Prophet(SAAWS) said be steadfast in your position. You follow with the people when they are in the right, but you do not when they are in the wrong.” (Narrated by Al-Tirmizi)

Here, , the Prophet(SAAWS) is guiding us to firstly understand what is right and what is wrong, as without knowledge we cannot even start. Then we are guided to have the strength of character to go with the group when they are in the right but to stand against the group when they are wrong. A weak person is that who goes with the flow. He or she does what everyone else is doing. This is not a character of a Muslim with knowledge and with Iman.

In standing against what is wrong, a Muslim is opening himself to repercussions. A Muslim may face criticism, rejection or even financial and physical harm in his stance on what is wrong. Well, listen to what the Prophet(SAAWS) says in this respect:

“He who rejects Allah in order to please people, Allah will reject him, and will make those people who he wanted to please reject him as well. (So, not only does this person get the displeasure of Allah, but we are also told that those people who he or she has tried so hard to please to the extent that he displeased Allah in the process, they will ultimately reject them). However, he who earns the displeasure of people by being steadfast to Allah, Allah will protect him and will also earn him the acceptance of the people.” (Narrated by Al-Tabarani)

What we understand from this hadeeth is that by being steadfast, and by being strong in character, Allah will protect us, and will also open the eyes and hearts of those around us, those that reject us initially for our stance, Allah will open their hearts and minds to us. Allah is telling us stand by me and I will protect you. Brothers and sisters, what more do we need?

Some of you might say, well I did make a stand, I showed strength of character, and yet I did experience harm, so why did Allah not protect me?.

I may be right in saying that probably most of us have had at least one if not more incidents where abiding by the truth of Islam, we were subjected to some form of abuse or prejudice. You might ask where was the protection?
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From Ibn Abaas, he said, I was with the Prophet(SAAWS) when he said to me, (and Ibn Abaas was a young boy at the time), Young boy, keep to Allah, and Allah will safe keep you. Keep to Allah and you will find him ahead of you. Get to know Allah in times of ease, and Allah will know you in times of strife. If you ask for anything, ask Allah. If you seek help, seek the help of Allah, for if all the beings have gathered to benefit you in something that Allah has not written for you, they will not be able to benefit you. And if they all gathered to harm you in something that Allah has not written against you, they will not be able to harm you. The pens have dried and the books have been closed.”
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2nd Khutbah:


Let us look at this important hadeeth closely, for it encompasses the essence of total submission to God. In this total submission we achieve freedom and we achieve strength of character. That is exactly what the word Islam means, total submission to the will of Allah:

1. Keep to Allah, and Allah will safe keep you. Brothers and sisters, the Prophet(SAAWS) is telling us if we want Allah to safe keep us, we need in the first place to keep to Allah. As part of the process of strengthening our Iman, we first need to keep close to Allah in everything that we do, everything that we say and everything that we feel.

2. Keep to Allah and you will find him ahead. Again, we are reassured that when we keep to Allah, Allah has promised us to be there for us, ahead of us when we are in his need. Brothers and sisters, are we ever not in need of Allah?

3. Get to know Allah in times of ease, and Allah will know you in times of strife. We all know that we are most close to Allah when we are going through difficult times and we feel a great need to get closer to Him. What about when we are in times of ease, when one is healthy, wealthy and strong, how close do we really get to Allah? The temptation is there for us to think that our strength of character and our status in society is of our own doing and nothing to do with Islam or Allah. But remember brothers and sisters that life is a cycle and there will be times when we face hardship and strife, a time when our strength of character will be tested. Remember brothers and sisters, if you have kept to Allah in times of ease, Allah will not forget you in your time of strife.

4. If you ask for anything, ask Allah and if you seek help, seek the help of Allah. What more strength does a Muslim need when Allah is telling us ask of Me and seek My help.

5. The Prophet(SAAWS) then said if everyone have gathered to benefit you in something that Allah has not written for you, they will not be able to benefit you. And if they all gathered to harm you in something that Allah has not written against you, they will not be able to harm you. This is the ultimate statement. If you believe this statement, then you should have no need for fear, or for arrogance. You should have no need to be submissive or aggressive towards others. This is a profound statement and it is also a challenge. Are we true Muslims. Are we Muslims with a strong faith to accept this statement. This is what is comes down to. If we believe that all matters are in Allah’s power, and that we have truly submitted to Allah’s will, then we should have no fear and no arrogance in our hearts. That is how we strengthen ourselves. We do that in the firm belief of Allah, and in the firm belief of Allah's power and in the firm belief that what we need to do is get closer to Allah.

6. Now listen to the last sentence in the hadeeth. A sentence uttered to a boy over 1400 years ago. "The pens have dried and the books have been closed". The pens have dried and the books have been closed. These are the words of the Prophet(SAAWS). He is telling us look no further, have no doubts because this is where the truth lies. What profound words.

Let us brothers and sisters recap on how we strengthen our character through our understanding of Islam. Firstly we need to have knowledge of what Islam is about. This comes through learning and learning and learning about Islam. There is no substitute for that. A Muslim that is ignorant of Islam will not be able to strengthen his or her character though Islam.

Secondly, we have to establish a firm practising belief that there is no will and no power except through Allah.


Brothers and sisters, the subject of the strength of Iman and the strong Muslim is long, and In’Sha’a Allah we will complete it in the next khutbah. There are a number of important points that we need to go through and In’Sha’a Allah we will cover them later.

