Friday 28th May 2004

[image: image1.png]o g A oy

LTI JUCRN PSR PEIPEMIN JEVE BT JWEL BRI Ve
05 i oy < J Dol éfeo~~t4l~9iol§—ljt—:i'igJﬁ
T b o el y J sl Y ooy I )Yl Sl 0 (ol
PRURSJOREFN Ve f oy Tt SR s p0ds

V) S Y O legand o et B gy

I testify that there is no God but 4\l

and that Muhammad ;*}L;; is his servant and messenger.
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"O you who believe, fear Allah, and say what is the truth. That He may make your conduct whole and sound and forgive your sins. He that obeys Allah and His messenger has attained the great victory" (S33, A70-1)
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God give us a share of fearing You that it may lead us away from disobeying You
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"O children of Israel!  Call to mind the (special) favour which I bestowed upon you, and that I preferred you to all others. Then guard yourselves against a day when one soul shall not avail another, nor shall intercession be accepted for that soul, nor shall compensation be taken from that soul, nor shall any one be helped" (S2, A47-8)
Brothers and sisters, today's Khutbah is on the importance of truth in Islam. Before I get on to this subject, I need to share with you something that I saw on TV this week. This will explain the opening Ayas.

One normally opens the Khutbah with an Aya that delivers a warning to the Muslims and reminds the Imam and the Muslims of the day of judgement. This reminder helps the Muslim to set his priorities and perspectives in the right order, as we shall all be held to account on the day of judgement. As Umar Ibn Al-Khattab(RAA)  said:
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"O you people, hold yourselves to account before you are held to account, and weigh your deeds before they are weighed upon you"
The purpose for starting with the Aya that addressed "O children of Israel", is to remind you and myself that these warnings are not just for Muslims, but are for everyone, including the children of Israel. 

In another Aya, Allah reminds them to fulfil their covenant with him and to fear him:
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"O children of Israel, call to mind the special favour which I bestowed upon you, and fulfil your covenant with me and I shall fulfil my covenant with you and fear none but Me" (S2, A41)

This brings me to the recent program on Channel 4, broadcasted on Tuesday 25th , at 10 p.m. entitled "Death In Gaza". At the beginning, I thought that the program was about the death of Palestinian children in Rafah camp. If anyone has seen the program, you may recall vivid scenes of a 14 year old boy shot by Israeli soldiers and died during filming despite treatment. The camera man for the program, James Miller, filmed the incident and reported that he was very shaken and distressed by what he was witnessing. He was witnessing and recording Israeli soldiers willing to shoot dead unarmed children.
Well, as a Muslim, I am reminded to tell the truth, these children, as we are reminded by the media, were not unarmed, but they were indeed armed. They were armed with stones, just like King David (Sa'yidina Dawood(AS)) when he stood against Goliath armed with a stone. But Sa'yidina Dawood(AS) was also armed with a deep unyeilding faith in Allah, just like these Palastenian children of Rafah camp. The Israeli soldiers they face have forgotton God's warning of the day of judgement, and from their actions, it seems that they do not fear Allah any more. On television, we are allowed to witness the "devastation" that these stones make, but we are not allowed to witness the "harm" that the "helpless, defending" soldiers cause when they fire back with live bullets travelling at deadly speed. This camera man witnessed the incident and filmed the progress of that ill fated boy from being shot, to being rushed into hospital and later dying from the bullet. BBC and ITV channels do not dare show us these pictures which are a daily reminder of the true struggle of the Palestinian children and their families.

This camera man showed us who the perpetrators of that crime were on that day. All we can do here is to pray for the deceased, his parents and his family to give them the resolve to withstand this atrocity. And we also pray that may Allah guide those perpetrators back to his path, and if they continue in their transgression, to afflict the perpetrators of this crime, and all other similar crimes, irrespective of the perpetrator,  with the punishment they deserve in this world and the hereafter, Ameen. This is not however the story.
The twist in the program is that it was not simply about the death of these children and the suffering of Palestinian boys and girls. It was acctually about the camera man, James Miller. He was there with the crew from C4 to expose the culture of hatred in the Holy Land and the daily killing of Palestinian children. If it wasn’t for that program, the killing of that boy would have gone totally unnoticed. This is a truth that is so hard for BBC and ITV channels to expose on their daily news broadcasts. On the last day of the report, the British public witnessed through this man's report an act of murder Israeli style. Those who saw the program may remember that James Miller unwittingly left his camera running as he made his way with his colleague Saira Shah, freightened, wearing clearly marked signs of "TV" on their helmets and vests, and armed with a white flag. Next, we hear a single shot in the dark.
Well, it was not a shot in dark, but was an excellent marksman shot by the Israeli soldier, from his defended position in the tank, straight into the neck of this camera man killing him instantly. The shot was not on the head where the helmet was, nor was it to the chest where the protective vest was, but the shot was to the neck. The shot was meant to kill this British citizen. It was fired by an Israeli soldier sitting protected in his tank. In this Holy Land, this soldier was so hateful, that he had no regard whatsoever for this man life, for his family, for his neighbours, in fact, come to think of it, for the whole British public. This man was a British camera man working for Channel 4 murdered by Israeli soldiers while yeilding a white flag. These soldiers knew very well that this British man's life, and may I remind most of us that we are also British, they knew that to them his life is cheap, and that our governement will not demand justice from the Israelis. We are not speaking of a Muslim, we are not speaking of a soldier or an armed person. We are speaking of a White, British, middle class, defenceless man; a man seeking to expose the truth. People all around the world are indebted to the bravery and sacrifice of reporters like James Miller for selflessly acting as our ears and eyes, while knowingly they are taking tremendous risks.
When the truth is told, there are many people in this world, including Israeli soldiers, who believe that they are above the law of this world. They are immune from reproach and from justice. But, they are not above the law of Allah almighty and they are not immune from Allah's justice. As the Aya clearly proclaims, everyone, including the children of Israel, will be held to account on the day of judgement. Again, if they continue to resist abandoning their evil ways, may Allah afflict them with the punishment they deserve in this world and the hereafter. May Allah reveal them to the world for what they are, evil, arrogant and ruthless, and may Allah punish them and every one that commits crimes against humanity, Ameen.
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Brothers and sisters, you may wish to write to your MP about the measures that our governement should be taking in our name as British citizens to bring to justice those who have killed this man. Our government is prepared to go to measure with the Libyans, the Turks, the French, the Australians, the Kenyans and many other nations when a Britsh citizen has been murdered in these countries or murdered by one of their citizens. But, when it comes to Israel, the universal law of justice is seriously questioned .

Back to the subject of Truth in Islam. This brings me to the next Aya that addresses the children of Israel further, Aya 42:
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"And cover not truth with falsehood, nor conceal the truth when you know what it is" (S2, A42)

And cover not the truth with falsehood.

God almighty has created the heavens and earth in the right manner and asked mankind to build their lives in the right manner: to always do what is right and to always say what is right. Most of our problems arise when we do not abide by this simple rule, do what is right and say what is right.

When a witness is sweared in, in a court of law, he or she is asked to raise their right hand and say: I swear to say the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help me God. If the witness does not abide by this oath, he or she is deemed to have committed perjury. They would be held to account and can be punished and even sent to jail for that. Why do you think one is punished by the court for perjury? 

Well, by not telling the truth one can harm an innocent person, while the guilty remains free to cause more harm. By giving false witness one perverts the course of justice. We know from many incidents that the course of justice cannot proceed without witnesses coming forward with the truth. By giving false witness or by refusing to give witness, the whole judicial process is undermined, and without justice there is no security and there is no peace. 
It is for these reasons that we also, as a Muslim nation, are instructed by Allah to say what is right, to say the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
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The Prophet(SAAWS) said, "beware of suppositions and assumptions, for these are not the words of truth" (Al-Bukhari). He also said "leave what is doubtful and suspicious to what is not, for the truth is comfort and security, and what is false leads to suspicion" (Al-Tirmizi).

The Prophet(SAAWS) is describing the truth as something that is comforting and leads to a feeling of security. A society that is built on the truth is a society that is comfortable with itself and its people are secure. This is a great blessing. Islam does not tolerate falsehood, does not tolerate lies and does not tolerate untruth principally because these lead to a society that is built on what is false, a society that is ill at ease with itself, a society that feels insecure and a society that lacks justice.
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A'isha(RAA) said "No conduct was more loathed by the Prophet(SAAWS) than that of  telling lies. When the Prophet(SAAWS) was made aware that a person had been lying, that person comes out of his heart until he is made aware that that person has repented"  (Ahmad)

Imagine brothers and sisters, if we tell a lie, we are taken out of the Prophet's(SAAWS) heart. In the days of the Sahaba, a person that told a lie stood out like a sore thumb. That person had no place among the Sahaba, and he was not welcomed until he gives up telling lies. In that community, there was no place for falsehood, no place for suppositions and no place for doubt. Only the truth prevailed. This truth gave them comfort and security.
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When a Muslim is prepared to tell lies, it indicates a poor understanding of Islam, a weakness in character and a defect in faith (Iman and Aqueeda). It is considered to be a grave problem.

The Prophet(SAAWS) was asked can the believer behave  cowardly? He answered yes. He was asked, can the believer be a miser? He answered yes. He was asked, can the believer be a liar? And he answered NO. (Malik)

Telling lies, being untruthful and accepting what is false is a sign of defective and weak Iman. May Allah strengthen our Iman and give us the strength to abandon once and for all this bad habit, the habit that will leave us with no place in the Prophet(SAAWS) heart.
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2nd Khutbah:
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Can the believer be a liar? The answer is a categorical NO.

What is so grave about lying that it is not at all compatible with Iman?

It reflects the grave harm that falsehood and lies can cause. Imagine the reporter who writes to thousands of readers spreading lies and falsehoods. Lies that can unjustly destroy the reputation of a person and ruin his or her life and that of their family. Imagine the politician that lies and twists the truth and lies further and gives false claims just to further his or her political ambitions. Look at what happened in Iraq. The whole premise of going to war has now been proven to be no more than lies. Look what happened. Thousands of people have been killed, maimed, orphaned, and as we recently saw vividly, humiliated. All these atrocities took place because it was possible to propagate a lie. That is why falsehood has no place in the heart of a believer.

In the following hadeeth, the Prophet(SAAWS) said: "to tell falsehood about me is nothing like telling a falsehood about anyone else. If someone tells a lie about me on purpose, let him be ready for his seat in hellfire" (Al-Bukhari)
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Islam is also keen on instilling the virtue of being truthful in children and the young so as they grow enjoying this quality and gaining this quality in their words and their deeds.

The Prophet(SAAWS) warned us even about telling little white lies. He even said that when someone calls a little baby to him by gesturing that they have something in their hand to give and they don't, that is recorded as a lie in their deeds. Imagine even this little gesture, which probably most of us have done.

Assma bint Zaid asked the Prophet(SAAWS) : if one of us said to something that they desire that they do not desire, is that deemed telling a lie. Imagine brothers and sisters, something as little as that. What did the Prophet(SAAWS) reply. He said: "A lie will be recorded as a lie, and a little lie will also be recorded as a little lie". Narrated by Muslim.

The Prophet(SAAWS) in teaching us about the gravity of lying takes us further. He warns us about even fibbing when we are joking with each other, and pointed out the pitfalls of such a seemingly harmless action. The Prophet(SAAWS) said "Woe be to the one who lies in his speech to get laughter from people, woe be to him, woe be to him" Narrated by Al-Tirmizi.
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This is a very serious warning from the Prophet(SAAWS) . He also said, I am the leader of a house in the middle of paradise for he who abandons lying even when in jest. This was narrated by Al-Baihaqy. He also said, the person does not achieve full Iman until he abandons telling lies even in jest, even if he is otherwise a truthful person. This was narrated by Ahmad.
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The Prophet(SAAWS) also warned us about inappropriate praise. This is considered as a falsehood. The Prophet(SAAWS) said do not praise me in the manner that Christians praise the son of Mariam, for I am none but a servant and worshiper. Say of me, the servant of Allah and his messenger.

We are also warned about taking advantage of people who are good-natured. You know that there are some of us who are just unable to tell a lie and they are naive to believe that others are equally truthful. The Prophet(SAAWS)  said it is high treason for you to speak to your brother where he is truthful to you while you are lying. Imagine brothers and sisters the gravity of this matter, it is considered high treason. The Arabic narration is:


Finally, another aspect of falsehood, and that is, giving false testimony. If we thought lying was bad enough, giving false testimony is even graver.

The Prophet(SAAWS)  asked the sahabah, shall I tell you the greatest of the great sins? They said yes. He said, they are three. Associating gods with Allah, abandoning ones parents and killing. He was leaning as he said that, and then he sat up and said: and giving false witness, and he kept on saying that until we said if only he stopped saying it.

Giving false witness is so grave.

We have so far listened to the ill effects of falsehood and lying. The following two sections are just a glimpse of what Islam has to offer when we say the truth even when it may cause us harm.

The Prophet(SAAWS)  said, seek the truth, even if you saw that there is detriment for you  in that, for in that is salvation. Narrated by Ibn Abi Al-Dunya.


"O you who believe, fear Allah, and say what is the truth. That He may make your conduct whole and sound and forgive your sins. He that obeys Allah and His messenger has attained the great victory" (S33, A70-1)
This is the message brothers and sisters. Believe in and fear Allah, say the truth, and obey Allah and his messenger, and you will achieve a great victory in this world and in the hereafter.


God Almighty: "make us see the truth as the truth and grant us to follow it, and make us see falsehood as false and grant us to avoid it"
