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Praise be to 4.
We praise him and ask him for help and forgiveness. We ask him for protection
from the evilness in ourselves and from our bad deeds. Whomever God guides to
the truth no one will lead astray, and whomever He leads astray, no one will ever

guide.
| testify that there is no God but qbl to whom there is no partner

and | testify that Muhammad ;*}L;; is his servant and messenger
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"O you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul look to what (provision) it has sent forth for tomorrow. And fear Allah, for Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that you do" (S59, A18)
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The most truthful of words are those of the book of Allah, and the best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad(SAAWS) , and the most evil of matters are its new innovations, for each innovation is invented, and each invention leads astray, and each will lead to hellfire. (narrated by Muslim, Ahmad and An-Nisaa'I)
The topic for today's khutbah is: The importance of Time
As we are nearing the last few hours of this year, it is important for each and every one of us to stand back and consider what we have achieved this year. We need to hold ourselves to account. We all go through yearly routines. Some of us celebrate our birthday to remind ourselves and those around that there goes another year. Students are examined at the end of each academic year to determine their progress and if they can move on. We have to fill in a yearly tax return. Those of us who work independently have to balance the books. We have to look at our losses and gains and plan for the year ahead.

This is how we balance our worldly books. How many of us balance our books of deeds? How many of us are planning for the hereafter?

As we pass though this evening, people around us will celebrate in commemoration of the end of the year that has passed, and celebrate in joy and in anticipation the dawn of the new-year, wondering as to what it may bring. As we bear witness to this, one needs to ask what does the progression of a year after another indicate? 

The obvious answer is that it indicates the existence of TIME. 

I am told that time is the fourth dimension, and it indicates movement. 
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When one looks at the celestial bodies, they are all in motion, as they have always been, affirming the existence of time, as indicated in the holy book,  

“And the sun runs unto a resting place, the decree of (Him), The Exhalted in Might, The All-Knowing” (S36, A38)

Time, as we know it, does not stop.

As Muslims, we need to ask ourselves "where does the concept of time fit in the understanding of the Muslim?" What is there in the Holy Quran and the Hadeeth about the Muslim and his interaction with time?
God almighty in his mercy to mankind has revealed to his prophets and messengers 

· the understanding of our existence, 

· the code of conduct to go by, 

· a warning of rejecting this code, and 

· a promise of what to come on the day of judgement; eternal paradise God willing, and not eternal fire. But, whichever way it is, it is surely eternal.

Eternity is one indication of time. Muslims believe in the eternal life, and indeed we live and die longing for the true reward of eternal paradise. However, our existence on Earth is anything but eternal, and is definitely time-limited. 

It is in God’s wisdom that mankind should prepare for the eternal existence by passing through this temporary earthly existence. It is also through God’s mercy that we are given the guidelines and the means to purify ourselves in order to gain the ultimate prise. 

How do Muslims perceive God? Well Muslims believe that;
1. God has perfected our creation, and one can spend a lifetime looking at the perfection of the human creation,

2. God has put at our disposal the whole world about us, 

3. God has provided us with the brain and mind to access knowledge, (imagine if the mind did not have the capacity of memory or the ability to interpret),
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4. God has instilled in us a natural instinct of what is right and what is wrong (FITTRA), 
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God has put into us desires that indeed if applied correctly we are 

rewarded and if abstained from correctly we are also rewarded,

6. God has given us the ability to chose and it is through our choices that we get closer to God or further away from him,

7. And furthermore, God has given us through the Quran and the Sunna a road map to guide us onto the right path.

People regularly chose to ignore the beauty of these Mercies, and take them for granted. However, the believing Muslim is aware of them, and knows fully well that his preparation for the eternal life will take place on this earth and within a limited time frame.

This time frame is better known as one’s LIFE. There is definitely nothing we can do before we start living, and to a large extent there is very little me can do after we die. This time frame is all we have. 

From that, a Muslim should realise that it is this time frame, or one’s life, that is the most valuable if not the only true capital of the human being on this earth. If one uses and invests this capital wisely and according to God’s guidelines, one is promised the ultimate prise of eternity in paradise:-
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“As for the mutaqueen (the righteous) they are in the midst of Gardens and Springs (of paradise). Taking joy in what their Lord has provided them, they were those who did good deeds. Little of the night did they sleep. And in the early hours of dawn they prayed for forgiveness. And in their wealth there is due share for the poor and the deprived” (S51, A15-19)
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And:-

“Then he that will be Given his Record in his right hand will say ‘here, read my record’, I did think that my account will reach me, and he will be in a blissful life, in a Garden on high, its fruits low and near, eat and drink with full satisfaction, because of the good deeds you have left in the DAYS THAT ARE GONE” (S69, A19-24)
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Brothers and sisters, I remind myself and you that the time that we are given to live on this earth (those few days that we spend) is our only true capital. If we invest it wisely we gain and if we invest it foolishly we lose. This is the testimony by God in Sura Al-Assr

“In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.  By the Time. Verily mankind is in loss. Except those who have faith and do righteous deeds, and (join together) in the mutual enjoining of Truth and of Patience and Constancy” (S 103).

Let us look closer at this Sura. When God almighty testifies by time, it is an indication of the miracle of time and its utmost importance. God almighty follows by the answer to the testimony of time in declaring that mankind are at a loss. The question is who of mankind is, and who is not at a loss. 

Those who will not lose are described in the third Aya as those who believe in God and do good deeds and are brethren in enjoining their testimony to the truth and their patience in adhering to this testimony. The rest are at a loss. Subhan-Allah, this short miraculous Aya describes in a nutshell what we need to do and how we need to do it. We need to believe, we need to do good deeds and be a testament to what is the truth, and we need to be patient in doing so. All this is to be done within the Time Frame given to us. This time frame is but a short instant in the glorious dimension of Time that God Almighty has testified by. 

Before we carry on, I want to bring to your attention a term used in the third Aya. A very important term that we need to be clear on.
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The third Aya declares the term:-                              “and join together in testament”.
The concept of togetherness is very important for the Muslim. The Aya states that for Muslims not to be in loss, there is a duty of every Muslim, every one of us, to his brothers in Islam and there is a duty of these brothers in Islam to each and every one of us. This duty establishes our ability to testify to the truth and to adhere to patience. 

Brothers, this is a small Sura that we recite regularly in our prayers. Let it be a constant reminder to us of God Almighty's testament to time, of the importance for us to invest this time wisely and the importance of the fact that this is a collective investment, and not each man to his own
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Let us now look more closely at the concept of one's life being one's investment. Let us read the following Aya and explore its meaning:

“Say truly those in loss are those who lost themselves and their people on the day of judgement. Isn’t that indeed the (real) evident loss”  (S39, A15)

How can one lose one self? 

Well, it is God’s wisdom that all life will perish and our time on this earth is limited, and there is nothing anyone can do to add or take away even a fraction of a second of one’s pre-destined life. Each of us has been given a set capital to work with. The problem faced, is that no one knows how large or how small is one’s capital. But one thing is for sure; this capital is desperately limited. Let us listen to what God Almighty says in Sura Al-Kahf:
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“Say shall we tell you of those who lose most in respect to their deeds. Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life while they thought that they were acquiring good by their works. They are those who deny the signs of their Lord and the fact of their having to meet Him (in the Hereafter): vain will be their works, nor shall we, on the day of judgement give them any weight. That is their reward, Hell; because they rejected faith and took my signs and my messengers by way of jest” (S18, A103-106)

One is at a loss when one spends or "invests" his capital of mere days on this earth in the denial and the disobedience of God.

Another major loss is when we hear some of us say "we have some time to kill". We see in our societies people sitting around doing nothing. They are merely killing time, and time for them is of no consequence. This is a very important message for our children. Wasting or killing time is almost like committing a slow suicide. As Muslims, when we are killing time, we are disposing of our capital, and we are disposing of our life bit by bit.  
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So, what should we do? The answer lies in the numerous examples in the Quran and the Hadeeth as to how a Muslim should conduct every aspect of his or her life to gain the pleasure of Allah(SWT) and the rewards promised. I chose this specific Aya because of the indication of the relevance of time in God’s words:-

"To each is a goal (aim) to which Allah turns him. So strive fast towards all that is good (as if to race)" (S2, A148)
The clear message here is: Do not lose time.

This aya does not only emphasise the need to do good deeds but also to do that fast, as if God is telling us we should race to be good. Probably because time is running out.

Let's go back to the concept of time being our capital in this life. Are there any certainties about this capital? The answer is surely yes.

1- It runs out very quickly

2- What has passed can never be recovered

You cannot wake up tomorrow and say I did not like what went on yesterday, I want to have another go at it. What has passed is gone, and you will only come against it again on the day of judgement. Al-Hassan Al-Bassri was wise when he said:
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“every day that tears through its dawn says, Oh son of Adam, I am a new being, on your work I will testify. Take from me provisions, for I will only meet you again on the day of judgement"

This capital is so precious. It is your life from the day you are born to the day you die. Every day that passes you by, you lose a part of your capital, you actually lose a part of yourself. If we do not value how precious time is, the day will come when we will regret its loss:
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The first occasion of regret is on one’s death bed, when one wishes more time, more capital, to do good. God states in Sura Al-Munafiqoon:

"And spend (in charity) of what we have bestowed on you, before death should come to one of you and he would say, 'O my Lord, If only you give me respite for a little time, I should then give in charity and I should be one of the doers of good'" (S63, A10)
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God give me more time to do good and be righteous, that is what the hypocrite will say. But the reply is swift and decisive in the next Aya.

"And God will not grant respite to no soul when its appointed time has come; and Allah is well acquainted with all that you do" (S63, A11)

God will not delay a soul when its appointed time has come.

2- the second time of regret is on the day of judgement when people ask God almighty to be given a further period of time to do good as in Sura Fatir
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"But those who reject Allah, for them will be the Fire of Hell; No term shall be determined for them so they should die, nor shall its chastisement be lightened for them. Thus do we reward every ungrateful one. Therein they will cry aloud: 'Our Lord, bring us out, we shall work righteousness, not the deeds we used to do'. Did we not give you long enough life" (S35, A36-37)
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2nd Khutbah:
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Brothers and sisters, be ware of,       , that is being unaware of what is asked of you. 

Worst still is the thought of I know what I need to do but I shall do it tomorrow. 
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Do not say I shall repent tomorrow, I shall donate tomorrow, I shall do this or that. What guarantees do we have that we will indeed see tomorrow, or even the evening. The word I shall is so pernicious it is considered the devil's work. Do not fall into this trap.
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The following is an interesting three verses of poetry that illustrate the point further.

{Take regular provisions of Taqua, for you do not know if when the night has settled, that you will live to the morning. For how many seemingly healthy people die unexpectedly for no apparent reason, while many seemingly ill people live a while longer. And how many young people sleep and wake up in apparent safety, while their Kafan has been knitted with them unaware.}

Brothers and sisters, we have all witnessed the devastating events of the Indian Ocean earthquake. A devastating sweeping wave many meters high. Within minutes there were tens of thousands men, women and children dead. The devastation was so cruel and so swift. How many of these thousands of people woke up in the morning expecting not to make it by the end of the day? Brothers and sisters, when we are donating for the relief fund, let us not forget that none of us know when our time is up. Muaz-Bin Jabal used to say as he walked I don't even know whether I will live long enough to take my next step.

The Prophet(SAAWS) said:
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"Make use of five before five; your life before your death, your health before your sickness, your free time before you are busy, your youth before your senility and your wealth before your poverty"  Narrated and corrected by Al-Hakem

It is an instinct that mankind would like to live longer, as is said in sura Al-Baqara,
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"Each one of them wishes he could be given a life of a thousand years" (S2, A96)

In Islam, longevity is deemed a blessing when it is associated with good deeds. But it is not in our hands to prolong life, or is it?

The question is can we prolong life?

The answer lies in our understanding that our life is our capital for good investment. If we invest it well, we may reap the reward even after our departure.

In confirmation, the Prophet(SAAWS) said:

"When the son of Adam dies, his work ends except for three: an ongoing sadaqua, useful knowledge and a righteous offspring that prays for him” Narrated by Muslim from Abu Houraira

This brings me back to the children that are here today. Remember that this hadeeth is telling us that you, our children, are the extension of our own existence. You will extend our work in this life by being righteous and by praying for us long after we have departed. Please, for your parents’ sake, do not forget that.

Brothers and sisters, remember that we are simply passing through this limited life. Today we are reminded that a whole year of our lives has been buried. We have buried friends and relatives and surely we will be buried ourselves one day. Do not abuse your capital and do not let your time pass you by. Treat that commodity of time as if it were the most precious thing you possess, for it is the most precious. Do not waste it. Make the best use of it, and thank Allah for the fact that we are given a few more days to ask for forgiveness and to do good deeds. Hurry to do good deeds for we do not know how long we have. Let us not be those of mankind who are at loss, and let us remember again the testament of God:-



