ALTRINCHAM MADRASSAH
Spring Newsletter
                                                          19th February 2006

Assalaamualaikum Parents – welcome to a new style newsletter for Madrassah.  It is hoped to produce such a newsletter on a quarterly basis.
MADRASSAH BACKGROUND
Madrassah is one of the key elements of the Altrincham Muslim Association’s activities.  It was originally started in 1995 and ran at Blessed Thomas Holford High school.  As soon as we were able, the Madrassah was moved to the Centre and provides Qur’an and Islamic Studies for children aged 5-11 years old.
We are currently able to accommodate 4 classes.  The classes are mixed age but of similar level of ability.  There is also currently a waiting list of children which we are hoping to accommodate shortly.
The key aim of the Madrassah is to ensure that children are able to read Qur’an independently and have a good grasp of Islam to create confidence in their identity.  Children are encouraged to complete the Qur’an before they finish at Madrassah but this is not a key aim.

The Madrassah also provides an opportunity for youngsters to socialise during break time, which is always a very noisy and busy affair !
Madrassah runs on Fridays 5:30- 7:30 and Sundays 10:00-12:00.  Contact Cathy Latif 0161 927 9003 or Shahnaz Awan 0161 941 6680 for details.

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD
Parental support is vital.  Children in the lower classes are given a homework diary which indicates what work is required.  Please check your child’s diary and sign it – it your child is having any difficulties please make a note of it in the diary and/or speak to your child’s teacher.

Please try to practise with your child.  An excellent free resource is the website:
www.reciter.org 

This site enables you to listen to surahs or ayahs and repeat after the recitation.

The more support you can give your child the better progress they will make.  Children are moved from class to class based on progress as opposed to age or length or time attending Madrassah.
MADRASSAH PRESENTATION

Madrassah students will be giving a short presentation on Sunday 5th March.  The first hour will be for the presentation and the second hour will provide an opportunity for parents to discuss their child with the teachers.

PLAY with MOTHER & TODDLER GROUP
The Mother & Toddler group has proposed the idea of a collaborative venture – the children will be putting on a play about the Five Pillars of Islam.  Rehearsals for this started on Sunday12th February and run from 11:45 to 12:30.   Thank you to those children who have volunteered to take part.
The date and time of the performance are yet to be published.

PARKING

Parking is the biggest problem we face with any activity held at the centre, and Madrassah is no exception.

The road directly outside the centre is probably the narrowest point of Grove Lane. So, you are requested to park either opposite the centre or further along the road, where it is wider, to avoid causing an obstruction.  Cones are generally placed outside the centre indicating where not to park.

Please park sensibly ensuring you do not block neighbours’ drives.

When picking your children up, please come into the centre to collect them.  













For further information please see the web site: - www.ama-online.co.uk


